
rt, music, theatre, and food were celebrated in style on a gorgeous 
Sunday afternoon, April 12, at Jesuit High School during the  
annual Celebration of the Arts.

 Hundreds of guests enjoyed the entertainment in the student com-
mons. Christian Pena ’15 beautifully sang “Johanna” from the  
musical “Sweeney Todd,” followed by an engaging performance from 
Lexi Nieto of the Academy of the Holy Names. Music director  
Nina Wegmann then led Jesuit’s musicians through nine pieces featuring 
an array of instruments, beginning with “Jurassic Park” and closing with 
“Hot, Hot, Hot.”
 A Taste of Jesuit provided a bevy of food tents serving delicious fare 
in the commons. Jesuit thanks the vendors who supported Celebration 
of the Arts 2015: Beef O’Brady’s, Byblos Café, Catering by the Family, 
Florida Fresh Vending, Gino’s, Little Greek, PDQ, and Tastes of Tampa 
Bay, along with the Jesuit Mothers’ Club and Jesuit Dads’ Club.
 Jesuit artists, under the direction of Kevin Ball ’03, once again created 
a phenomenal display of talent in the Multi-Purpose Room for the Juried 
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What goes into a great work of art? 
Here’s how Dylan Briceno-Hawkins ’15, whose remarkable  
drawing of an aluminum miner was one of the top pieces at 
Celebration of the Arts 2015, describes the process:  

 “The first step in planning … the Afghan Aluminum 
Worker, the reference was fortunately a fairly crisp image, so I 
was able to draw much of its detail. The next step is the type 
and size of paper to be used. This depends on what medium 
the picture is going to be in. In this case, the picture would be 
in only dry mediums, mostly with charcoal, with only the face 
in pastel. Because of this, I elected to use illustration board, 
as it works very well with charcoal and pastel. The third step 
is where the drawing begins. The “skeleton” of the drawing is 
roughly, yet carefully and proportionally, sketched with graph-
ite. Then add the layers of “flesh” above that skeleton by means 
of careful shading and coloring. I began with the most difficult 
part of the picture: the face. Because I wanted to achieve hyper-
realism, this was done extremely carefully. First I lightly shaded 
the entire face with black pastel, carefully … as if I was going 
to leave it black and white. This is done to achieve what I call 
“mature” color. This “mature” color is much more photorealistic 
than pure color on white paper. This process of creating the 
“mature” colors is called Grisaille. After painstakingly render-
ing the face with detailed layer after layer I began the clothing 
in the picture. For this, I used both charcoal pencils and 
extremely dark charcoal chunks. To achieve as much realistic 

texture as possible, 
I rubbed the dark 
charcoal chunks over 
the texture of paper. 
I also used many 
erasing methods to 
bring out necessary 
highlights. After 
about three months 
and approximately 
38 hours of 
work, the piece 
was finished.’’ – 
Dylan Briceno-
Hawkins ’15.
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