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Michael T. Hall ’80: 
Helping to Build ‘Men for Others’

 “It was like stepping into a new world.” That’s how Michael Hall 
describes his first day of school as a sophomore transfer to Jesuit High 
School.  “I carried my all books with me close to my chest because 
I was scared to death. I didn’t know anybody or what to expect. I 
came from a rough public school where fights were common.  As I 
reluctantly approached the front door of the Administration Build-
ing, another student opened it for me. That simple random act of 
kindness was something I never saw at my previous school and I was 
instantly at peace. Surprised for sure, but I felt at home.”  
 Michael describes that same care from his teachers that helped to 
instill knowledge in him during his years at Jesuit. 
 “Coming from the public school system I had to catch up aca-
demically but was assigned geometry with Mr. (Phil) Sanzeri,” said 
Michael. “The caring of the teachers is what was amazing to me. Mr. 
(Joe) Sabin, Mr. Sanzeri, all of the teachers, would take the time to 
help me after school. It was just wonderful. I never got that kind of 
attention in public school. The dedication and the caring were just 
overwhelming.”
 During his time at Jesuit, Michael quickly learned that academics 
weren’t the only focus that helped to form the total person; giving 
back to the community was also a major component. And it was an 
area that Michael excelled at. He was awarded the prestigious Pedro 
Arrupe Award at graduation. Named in honor of a former Superior 
General of the Society of Jesus, this award is given to the senior who 
best shows himself to be a “Man for Others” through his involvement 
in community service. 
 “When I started Jesuit, I heard a lot about the community service 
requirement and thought, ‘that’s pretty cool’ even though, I thought 
it might be difficult to fulfill,” said Michael. “But it was something 
that I really embraced, and it left such a lasting impact on me that I 
still remember the service projects like they were yesterday.” 
 As a student, Michael decided to volunteer at a local nursing 
home. “I went in and helped out with whatever I could. I talked to 
some of the older residents and read to them, spent time with them, 
whatever I could do. And it was so upsetting to me -- the stench, it 
was run down, filthy. I said to Fr. (George) Wiltz, S.J. that I didn’t 
know if I could go back, I really didn’t think that I could handle it. 
He said, “Let’s go together”, and we did and that was powerful. Fr. 
Wiltz told me to stick with it, so I did, going to the nursing home 
about three days a week. Among the many people I came in contact 
with, I spent time with an amputee named Woodard. He was in 
need of a prosthetic leg but was pretty healthy otherwise. He told me 
was that he just wanted to walk. If he could walk again he would be 
extremely grateful.”
 Naturally, the caring that Michael saw in his teachers towards him 
was replicated during his time at the nursing home. “I started to ask 

some questions”, said Michael. “Soon people were taking notice, and 
I said to myself, “Let’s fix this.” So I did some research and found out 
that Medicaid should pay for an artificial leg for him. I made the doc-
tor’s appointment for him, put him in the car and drove him there. 
We got the prescription, got the leg, took him to get fitted, and when 
it was all done, he was so proud that he could walk again!” 
 “It was Jesuit’s dedication to others, the compassion and the 
caring that this school exudes that amazes me. These experiences im-
pacted me forever,” said Michael. It’s because of these experiences that 
Michael Hall wants to make an impact in the lives of future Jesuit 
students. Therefore, he decided he would make the ultimate gift 
by joining the 1899 Bequest Society, having named Jesuit High 
School the beneficiary in his personal life insurance policy.
 “I want to give back,” said Michael. “The cost 
of education is going up and there are a lot of 
kids here that can’t afford it,” Michael said. “Jesuit 
picks up the tab for a lot of students that are not 
as privileged as some, and that’s important. If you 
have a life insurance policy, or other trust owned 
assets, giving 10 percent or 20 percent, can make a 
big difference.”
 Jesuit High School is extremely grateful to 
Michael Hall ’80 for his generous commitment to 
future Tiger generations, and all those that have 
named Jesuit as a beneficiary in their will.
 

For more information on becoming a member 
of the Jesuit High School 1899 Bequest  

Society, please contact the  
Development Office at (813) 
877-5344 Ext. 704, or scan the 
QR code using your  
smart device. 
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