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Giving Back Was Never A Question:
Henry Valenzuela ’78

“By setting up this gift, it gives me the chance to make a 
difference and give a student, who finds himself in life in 
a similar situation as I was, the opportunity to come  
to Jesuit and change his life,” said Valenzuela.

in business administration. He then 
moved on to Duke University earning 
his Juris Doctor in 1985, also with 
cum laude honors. He is currently the 
Managing Partner of Valenzuela & Stern 
Trial Attorneys in Tampa.  It was these 
experiences that Valenzuela embraced 
and continues to share daily.
 “I came to Jesuit on what was then 
a work scholarship, and that was a way 
to pay for my tuition,” said Valenzuela. 

“Jesuit High School embraced me and 
helped reinforce and nurture a work 
ethic that was instilled in me by my 
parents. They had faith in me and the 
potential that I had inside of me and 
Jesuit brought the very best of me out. 
Going to Jesuit was a real privilege for 
me that had to be earned, and I had 
an extraordinarily good experience – a 
tremendous experience at – at all levels, 
not just academically or athletically.”  
 After becoming a very successful 
lawyer in Tampa – and able to look back 
at his roots with fondness and pride – 

Valenzuela proudly gives 
back to his alma mater 
to provide the same life 
changing experience 
that he had to a future 
Jesuit student.  Valenzuela has named 
Jesuit High School a beneficiary in his 
estate to allow students the opportunity 
to experience a Jesuit education.
 “By setting up this gift, it gives me 
the chance to make a difference and give 

a student, who finds himself in life in a 
similar situation as I was, the opportunity 
to come to Jesuit and change his life,” 
said Valenzuela. “Down the road there 
are going to be other students in life 
that are going to find themselves in a 
similiar situation  --- a totally motivated 
student whose parents may not be able 
to afford tuition, but who just needs to 
be given the chance to come to Jesuit as 
a sprinboard for his success. They just 
need the opportunity. Once they get 
that chance, I believe they will be much 
better off in life.”   
    

 Henry Valenzuela ’78 never shied 
away from hard work.  Whether it was 
growing up with modest means, or 
now in his daily professional life, his 
work ethic is a trait that was instilled 
in him from a very young age by his 
parents, Henry and Eloisa, and is the 
foundation for what he calls “obtaining 
the American Dream.” 
 “My parents are extremely decent 
people and they instilled in me the 
understanding and belief that it really 
didn’t matter what your economic 
or ethnic background was, but what 
mattered was what kind of person 
you were on a character level,” said 
Valenzuela. “They also stressed that if 
you believed in yourself and worked 
hard enough that there was always 
an opportunity for you. They never 
really wanted or believed in us being 
competitive with other people. They 
basically said that your job is to compete 
with yourself and get the most you can 
out of yourself, and if you’ve done that 
with whatever tools that God gave you, 
then you’ve been successful in life. I 
think that has motivated me to be the 
best that I can be.”
 It was because of that hard work 
and dedication that Valenzuela 
graduated from Jesuit and attended 
the University of Notre Dame on a 
baseball scholarship, graduating cum 
laude in 1982 with a bachelor’s degree 




