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Christmas Time Gives Us A Chance To Remember What Is Really Important 

by Fr. Richard Hermes, S.J., President 

The school year started a number of weeks ago with a tremendous amount of enthusiasm and  

December is associated in our minds and hearts with the warmth of Christmas.  All of us probably 
have favorite childhood memories of Christmas.  The days leading up to Christmas bring us 
together with family and friends.  Christmas Eve and Christmas Day bring us to church and to the 
worship of God in gratitude for the love he shows us through the birth of the Savior, his Son. 
 
There is no Christian mystery closer to the heart of Saint Ignatius of Loyola than that of Christmas.  
After he was ordained a priest in 1537, the Jesuit founder waited many months to celebrate his first 
Mass, apparently because he wanted to celebrate it in Bethlehem.  Instead, he finally celebrated it 
in the Church of St. Mary Major in Rome, over the relic of our Lordôs manger, a relic still contained in 
that ancient Roman church. 
 
Why this attachment to the mystery of the Incarnation? Why this devotion to the mystery of 
Bethlehem and the birth of the Savior?  Because Saint Ignatius knew that the Saviorôs birth is the 
love of God healing the world.  He knew that an interior knowledge of our Lord, who became man 
for us, enables us ñto love him more intensely and to follow him more closely.ò  

 
As we approach the mystery of Christmas throughout the month of 
December, I encourage you to help your family maintain the spirit of 
Christmas.  Teach your sons to handle the pressure of exams and the 
flurry of Christmas activities not focusing on themselves and their own 
needs but by drawing closer to God and the needs of others ï by 
attending Mass or church services, by receiving the sacraments, by 
finding time for prayer, by reaching out to those in need.  
 
You and your families will be in our prayers this month, as always, at 
daily Mass, at convocation, and at all our gatherings and activities. 
 
God bless you! 
 

 
Fr. Richard C. Hermes, S.J.  
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l into the first semester, I encourage our students to reflect on what  

Students Recognized by National Merit 
by Mr. Barry Neuburger, Principal 

 
 
In October of 2010 more than 1.5 million high school juniors in some 22,000 schools took the Preliminary Scholastic 
Achievement Test (PSAT).  This test is used as a preparation for the SAT.  It was also the beginning of the competition 
to select the countryôs National Merit Scholars. 
  
The PSAT results in scores in three areas: Critical Reading, Math, and Writing.  These scores are based on a scale of 
20 to 80.  The sum of the three scores is known as the selection index.  This index is used to select the Semifinalists.  
Nationally there are roughly 16,000 Semifinalists. This is less than 1% of each stateôs high school seniors.   This year 
the selection index for Florida was 214.  There are 779 Semifinalists in the State of Florida from 225 schools. 
  
We are very proud to announce that Nicholas Carnevale, Patrick Daley, Matthew Dever, Matthew Dunn, Patrick 
Morel and Kyser Ziska have been named National Merit Semifinalists.  These six seniors will now compete to become 
National Merit Finalists.  This competition is based on their academic grades, an essay, a letter of recommendation and 
the completion of a detailed form.  Approximately 90% of the Semifinalists will be selected as Finalists and be eligible 
for one of 8,200 National Merit Scholarships.  Finalists who receive a scholarship are known as Scholars.    
 
Based on the 2010 PSAT, National Merit has selected 34,000 Commended Students nationwide.   These students 
attained a Selection Index of 202 or higher.  In Florida their Selection Index had to be between a 202 and 213.  Our 
Commended students for this year are Paoloemil Burkley, Marcos Darcy, Dave Egger, Christopher Fiore, Jacob 
Johnson, Matthew Menendez, Benjamin Plante, Kurt Renner and Kyle Shimberg. 
  
The National Hispanic Recognition Program selects nearly 5,000 Hispanic students from a national pool of over 235,000 
who took the 2010 PSAT.  Based on high scores and grades Robert Colon, Marcos Darcy, Dave Egger, Matthew 
Menendez, Kurt Renner and Zachary Vila have been named Scholars by this program.   
  
Achieving National Merit recognition is one of the most widely known honors that a high school student can earn.  It is 
also a significant honor that few achieve. 
  
We congratulate these seventeen seniors for these recognitions and encourage our underclassmen to study hard and to 
devote their time and energy to doing the best possible work in their studies so that they too may achieve academic 
distinctions such as these. 
 
 
 
 

 
NATIONAL HONOR SOCIETY INDUCTEES 

 
On the morning of October 25

th
 in St. Anthonyôs Chapel, eight seniors were inducted into the National Honor Society.  

Membership in the National Honor Society is one of the highest honors awarded to a high school student.  Not only 
did these young men demonstrate a commitment to scholarship by achieving a grade point average of at least 3.7, 
they also showed a strong commitment to the other three principles of the National Honor Society:  leadership, 
service and character.   Congratulations to our newly inducted members: 

 
 Nick Carnevale  Nick Dwyer  Hayden Holland  Jacob Johnson 
 
 Evan Lambert  Austin Mayor  Tyler Mullen  Cameron Summers-Powell

 

 
 
 

 

 



 

2011-2012 First Semester Exam Schedule 

Semester grades are comprised of a percentage of the term grade (all work prior to the exam) and a percentage of the exam grade. Your 
sonôs class policy sheet, distributed at the start of the school year, will list the percentages that apply. Final term grade averages will be 
posted on My BackPack on December 14, 2011. Semester averages will be blocked at 8 am on December 16. Semester exam and final 
semester averages will be available on My BackPack no later than December 30, 2011. 

Report cards and honor roll cards will not be mailed until January 9, 2012. 

Friday, December 16, 2011 Monday, December 19,2011 Tuesday, December 20, 2011 

8:00 1. Math  8:00 1. English 8:00 1. Required Science, AP Chem 

10:00 2. Foreign Lang, Anatomy H  10:00 2. Social Studies  10:00 2. Theology 

The following courses have their exams outside of the regular exam schedule (during the regular school week as scheduled by the 
individual teacher).  

All Art Classes; American Foreign Relations, Computer Science, European History H, French 4 H, Health, Latin 4 H, Marine Biology, all Music 
Classes, Personal Fitness, AP Physics, Psychology, AP Spanish Language, Speech and Writing. 

Any student with exam conflicts should see Mrs. Blackburn no later than the end of the school day on December 14, 2011. 

Freshmen enrolled in Speech this semester will have no second exam on December 19. 

Exam Schedule: Exams are given according to the schedule listed. The first exam begins at 8:00 a.m. and the second at 10:00 a.m. Lunch will not 
be served on these days. Students must arrive on time for the first exam they have scheduled for the day. Students are dismissed after the last exam 
they have scheduled for the day. Although the exam period is an hour and a half, students who finish early may leave the exam room after one hour. 
Teachers ordinarily review for exams during classes prior to the exam period. An at home study day is scheduled for Thursday, December 15. There 
are no classes scheduled on the study day. Teachers will arrange review time individually. Teachers are not required to provide review material to 
students, although those teachers who do not return tests for a student to keep are asked to provide review material (which may involve oral review 
where students are expected to take notes). 

Dress code for exams is the same as during the first nine weeks (ties are not required for underclassmen). All students are expected to wear dress 
trousers (a belt is needed if the trousers have belt loops), visible socks and dress shoes. Students may wear either pullover shirts with collars and 
buttons, or collared shirts that have buttons down the entire front. Shirts may only display writing, logos, or insignia of Jesuit High School or the 
manufacturer. All students need to be clean-shaven. 

Exemption Policy for Seniors: A senior may be exempt from a first semester exam if his semester average is an A, if he has a good discipline 
record and if he has no more than seven absences during the semester. Teachers may have more stringent exemption policies. Administration may 
remove a seniorôs exemptions. 

Report cards will be mailed after the start of Semester 2. Only semester grades are reported on official transcripts and report cards. However, a 
significant part of the semester grade is the semester exam score. Once school resumes in January, teachers will provide semester exam grade 
information to students. If there are any questions, please address the appropriate teacher once school resumes. Semester 2 will begin on Tuesday, 
January 3, 2012 at 8:00 a.m. It will be a Day 1. Students will meet in homeroom, not convocation. Homeroom teachers will distribute schedules 
for Semester 2 at that time.  

Exam Absence Policy: Under no circumstances will an exam be given prior to the date it is scheduled. All students are expected to take exams 
when scheduled. Parents should report any unforeseen absence to the school secretary at 813-877-5344, ext. 506 between 7:30 a.m. and 9:00 a.m. 
on the day of the absence. Students are to follow the normal procedure for foreseen absences outlined in the Student Handbook beginning on Page 
25. Please note the following information concerning exams from the Student Handbook (Page 15): 

ñThe days of semester exams are made known well in advance of the examination period. Families should avoid making travel plans that 
conflict with the examination period. Under extraordinary situations, a student may be given permission to take semester exams at a later 
time. Students who do not adhere to this policy may forfeit the opportunity to take semester examinations, which will earn a grade of zero.ò 

Dates for taking missed exams will be coordinated by the Assistant Principal for Academics. Missed exams will be taken in the same order 
as on the original exam schedule.ò 

All exams are made up in the same order (not necessarily the same time) that the original exam was scheduled. Students making up exams should 
report to Mrs. Blackburn in the Principalôs office at 8:00 a.m. Parents must contact Mrs. Blackburn (ext 510 or jablackburn@jesuittampa.org) to 
confirm the make-up date. Exam make-up dates: Wednesday, Thursday and Friday, December 21, 22 and 23. All remaining exams will be made up 
starting Tuesday, January 3, 2012 at 3:30 p.m. Only one exam will be taken each day after school in January. Remaining dates will be coordinated 
directly with Mrs. Blackburn. 

According to FHSAA rules, student eligibility is not restored until seven days after the start of a new semester. Students still making up exams will 
have eligibility delayed until seven days after the last exam is taken and the semester GPA has been calculated. 



 

 

 

MOTHERSô CLUB NEWS  
by Joy Leto, P ô12, President,  jwleto@tampabay.rr.com 
 

The Jesuit Mothersô Club has continued in high gear with more successful service events.  Colleen 
Smith, P ô08, ô13 and Celeste Castellano, P ô14 did a great job decorating the cafeteria and 
providing activities for the Homecoming BBQ.  A BIG THANK YOU goes out to Alicia Trim,            

P ô13, ô14 and ALL of her Baking Moms for providing the desserts for both Jesuitôs Homecoming and the Prospective 
Student Open House.  We had a record turn-out for the Prospective Student Open House.  Thank you goes out to Laura 
Vaughan, P ô13 and Maggie McClintock, P ô13 for chairing this event and making Jesuit look so enticing. 

Thank you to Vice President Barbara Portales, P ô07, ô13 for our wonderful Mothersô Club Monthly E-mail Newsletter.  If 
you have not received the newsletter and wish for us to email it to you, please fill out a ñPink Sheetò which can be 
downloaded from the Mothersô Club Page found on the website.  Just click on ñMothers Club Service Opportunitiesò and 
fill out the Volunteer form.  Forms can be mailed in or dropped off at the Jesuit Business Offices under the attention of 
Jesuit Mothersô Club. 

Of course Iôd also like to thank Jennifer Chriss, P ô11, ô13 for all of her hard work in producing our new on-line Tiger 
Tales. 

Events Coordinator, Jane Younger, P ô06, ô09, is always looking for more volunteers for the Gaudiosa Committee.  
Please contact Jane, via email at jyounger@jesuittampa.org, if you are interested in helping to plan this yearôs annual 
fundraising auction/dinner/dance that will be held on Saturday, March 10, 2012. 

Just as a reminder, the Moms in Touch meet Mondays at 8:15 a.m. with co-chairs JoRie Robin, P ô12 and Jill Pratt, P 
ô12 and the Rosary Group meets on Fridays at 8:15 a.m. with co-chairs Cathy Defurio, P ô12 and Brenda Trayner, P ô13.  
Both extend an invitation for all of those who would like to join them in prayer for our sons. 

Our next monthly Mothersô Club meeting will not be held until after the New Year on Wednesday, January 4 at 9:00 am 
in the Father Doyle Activity Room.  If you are unable to attend, please keep up-to-date with the information and meeting 
minutes posted on the Jesuit Mothersô Club News and Announcements page of the Jesuit website: 
http://www.jesuittampa.org/About-Jesuit/Mothers-Club/Mothers-Club-News.aspx    
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

mailto:jyounger@jesuittampa.org
http://www.jesuittampa.org/About-Jesuit/Mothers-Club/Mothers-Club-News.aspx
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 DADSô CLUB NEWS by Froment Gonzalez ô80, P ô12, President, fgonzalez@fwgcpas.com 
 
As we race towards the end of the first half of the school year, we look back on the activity of the 
Dadsô Club with a sense of accomplishment! 
 

 
So far, our Dads have contributed approximately 900 hours for various parking events.  We still have at least 8 events at 
Raymond James Stadium to park and with our Gridiron Tigers successful season, hopefully we have a few more home 
games as well. Thanks to all those dads who have helped in our past parking events. Special thanks to our parking gurus, 
Jeff Younger, P ô06, ô09, Rick McClintock, P ô13 and Kevin OôBrien ô81, P ô12, ô15 for keeping us on track. 
 
Homecoming 2011 was spectacular with 19 dads assisting with cafeteria duties and parking.  It is reward enough to hear 
fans from other schools comment on how easy it is to visit our campus. 
 
On Sunday, November 6, 124 golfers (Dads, students and faculty) enjoyed a fantastic afternoon of fellowship mixed with 
golf at the Temple Terrace Golf and Country Club. This year we added photo memories through Joe Photo who was on 
scene to take and print photos for the participants. Additional photos are available online at www.joephototampa.com. 
Thanks to Greg Fenlon, P ô11, ô14 for chairing this outstanding event and thanks all those who assisted with contributions 
of prizes. 
 
Dads, please keep up the enthusiasm as the year continues by showing our sons what it means to be a ñMan for Othersò! 
 
The Dadsô Club meets monthly on the second Friday of each month at 7:30 am in the Fr. Doyle Activities Room. We 
promise to promptly end by 8:30 am. Mass is usually offered at 7 am in the Residence Chapel. 

 
A great source for all of the information about the Dadsô Club is on the Jesuit Website, www.jesuittampa.org, under the 
parentsô clubs quick links.  If you are not receiving emails from us, we may not have your correct email address.  You can 
send us your email address at dads@jesuittampa.org. 
 

May all our families have a Blessed Christmas. 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Click here for Hartnett Golf Classic sponsorship information  
  

SAVE THE DATE 
 

MONDAY, MAY 14, 2012 
 

FR. RICHARD C. HARTNETT, S.J.  
MEMORIAL GOLF CLASSIC  

ñTampaôs Longest Running Charity Golf Fundraiserò 

 
Tampa Palms Country Club 

 
Contact: Fran King ô85, Director of Alumni at  

(813) 877-5344 x709 or via email at 
alumni@jesuittampa.org 

www.joephototampa.com
http://www.jesuittampa.org/
mailto:dads@jesuittampa.org
http://www.jesuittampa.org/Support-Jesuit/Harnett-Golf-Classic.aspx
alumni@jesuittampa.org


 6 

 
ALUMNI / DEVELOPMENT NEWSé          
By Nick Suszynski '98, Director of Development 
                                                                                                                                                                

Thank you to the more than 320 parents that have already committed to support Jesuit High Schoolôs 
efforts to provide the finest resources available to assist all of our students in their development as 
young men of faith, and ñMen for Others.ò Your participation in Parentsô Annual Giving is vital to 
enhancing the mission of Jesuit High School as established in the Tampa Bay area in 1899. 
  
Please consider participating in this worthy cause, if you havenôt already done so, by clicking here 
now. Best wishes to you and your family, always. 
 

 

 
 
  

https://donations.jesuittampa.org/default.aspx
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GET READY FOR JESUITôS NINTH ANNUAL GAUDIOSA: 

An Evening in Paris 
In a few short months, on March 10

th
 2012, we will be celebrating the earliest roots of Jesuit education at our ninth annual 

Gaudiosa.  Gaudiosa is the Latin word the Jesuits use that means ñjoyous feastò and those of you who have attended our 

past galas can attest that this event lives up to its name! 

 

Each year the theme of Gaudiosa features areas important in the life of St. Ignatius Loyola, the founder of the Jesuits.  

This year, Gaudiosa 2012 celebrates Ignatiusô pilgrimage to Paris where he attended the University of Paris.  The event 

features a silent auction and cocktails, followed by a sit-down dinner by a live auction, and dancing to the sounds of 

Southtown Fever.  The Auction Committee is excited to report that Michael ñLionelò Lebron ô76, nationally known 

radio talk-show host, has agreed to be our auctioneer again this year.   

 

The Gaudiosa Committee is also thrilled to report that we have already received over 60 ñmagnifiqueò auction items. 

Patron sponsorships have also started to come in for this yearôs event.  The success of the evening depends not only on our 

patron and ticket support, but also on quality auction donations.  Those unable to attend the event can still show support 

by donating an auction item, service or helping to arrange a donation through some of your personal contacts. Many 

thanks to those who have shown continued support for this important fundraiser. Please join us for delicious food, lively 

music and dancing, camaraderie, and a chance to bid on some fabulous auction items!  

 

 

Click here to download an auction form. 
 

 

  Meeting Reminder   
The Gaudiosa Committee continues to meet once a month. Please check the Jesuit website for meeting information.  We 

encourage you to join in on the fun as we plan Jesuitôs largest fundraiser.  Listed below you will find a list of committee 

chairs who would more than welcome your help!  Looking forward to seeing you in ñParisò.  Au revoir!  

 

Gaudiosa Event Patron Chairs ï Elena and Michael Azzarelli ô71, P ô15 

Auction Chair ï Alicia Trim, P ô13, ô14 

Auction Closeout Chairs ï Nancy Koch, P ô13/Jozanne Mayor, P ô07, ô12 

Auction Catalog Chairs ï Jennifer Chriss, P ô11, ô13 / Theresa Hackney, P ô07, ô14 

Business Directory Chair ï Lana Bellini, P ô11, ô14 

Chance Prize Chair ï Valerie Holland, P ô12 

Decorations Chair ï Pam Escobar, P ô12 / Elvia Rivera, P ô14 

Entertainment Chair ï Lise Acebo, P ô13 

Gifts Chair ï Kathleen Benson, P ô13 

Menu Chair - Cathy DeFurio, P ô12 

Reservations Chair ï Nancy Mole, P ô10, ô12 

Secretary ï Barbara Portales, P ô07, ô13 

Volunteers Chair ï Kathy and John Pedrero ô81, P ô12, ô14 

Mothersô Club Liaison ï Joy Leto, P ô12 

Dadsô Club Liaison ï Froment Gonzalez ô80 , P ô12 

Tiger Lilies Liaison ï Chris Antinori, P ô07 

 

 

http://www.jesuittampa.org/userfiles/file/Auction.pdf
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Gaudiosaôs Auction Committee Needs Your Help! 

 
Bonjour!  Your Gaudiosa Auction Committee has been hard at work, but we still need YOUR help!  Gaudiosa 2012: ñAn 
Evening in Parisò will be held at the Hyatt Regency Tampa on March 10 so mark your calendar now.  Invitations will be 
mailed late January. 
 
Below is a list of the auction categories with a brief description, so please consider donating or securing an item for the 
event.  As you shop over the holidays, dine at your favorite restaurant, or visit a business, consider asking for a gift 
certificate or such.  Remember, no donation is too small, and we greatly appreciate your support. 
 
Auction Categories: 

 Parisian/French Treasures ï all things related to France and/or Paris 

 Golf ï foursomes, lessons, clothes, bags & accessories, clubs 

 Beauty, Health & Fitness ï spa treatments, gym memberships, hair salon visits 

 Getaways ï trips, airline tickets, theater & museum tickets  

 Glitz & Glam ï all things that sparkle 

 Art & Interior Design ï portraits, art work, home decor 

 Spiritual Items ï religious items 

 Sports & Memorabilia ï tickets to games, autographed items 

 Tigerôs Den ï all things Jesuit related 

This year, we again will be offering a convenient opportunity to drop off your auction items.  Our first Drop-Off Breakfast is 
set for January 4 at 7:30 am and a second drop-off on January 18.  Please join us in the Father Doyle Activities Room, 
located in the Business Office building, for a quick cup of coffee and pastry.  For every item sent in, your son will have a 
chance to win a week of breakfasts in the Jesuit cafeteria.  
 
If you need a formal request letter, our committee will be happy to mail that out for you.  Please send the appropriate 
contact name and address to abtrim@earthlink.net. The next Auction Committee meeting is scheduled for December 14 
at 10:30 am - all are welcome. 
 
Merci ,  
Alicia Trim, P ô13, ô14 
Gaudiosa Auction Chair 
abtrim@earthlink.net 

 

  

 

Advertisement in the 

THE JESUIT BLUE PAGES 
NOW available!  

Click here for more information 
 

You will not want to miss this chance to join a 

comprehensive index of our local families and 

friends in their respective industries. Click 

HERE to find the advertising authorization 

form for the Jesuit Blue Pages, a business 

directory, and to learn more about this unique 

opportunity.   

 
All proceeds help Jesuit High School defray the cost of providing 

tuition assistance to students with demonstrated financial need for 

the 2011-2012 school year.  

 

mailto:abtrim@earthlink.net
mailto:abtrim@earthlink.net

