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TEN THINGS TO REMEMBER ABOUT COLLEGE ADMISSIONS 

10. START LOOKING EARLY!  Begin the college search no later than 
your junior year.  Collect as much information as p ossible from 
and about colleges. 

9. TAKE RESPONSIBILITY.   You should take the initiative in this 
process.  YOU, not your parents, are going to colle ge. The more 
involved you are from the outset, the happier you w ill be with 
the outcome.   

8. KNOW YOURSELF.  Take an honest assessment of your abilities, 
your likes and dislikes, your strengths and weaknes ses.  Consider 
what you’re looking for in a college:  big/small, p ublic/private, 
close to home/far away, etc. 

7. EDUCATE YOURSELF.  Research the colleges in which you are 
interested and learn about new ones.  Resources inc lude 
guidebooks, internet search engines, colleges’ webs ites, etc.   

6. VISIT COLLEGES.   Tour the campuses, sit in on classes, talk 
with students and faculty, and if possible, stay ov ernight and 
request an interview.  Each college has its own per sonality, and 
you need to determine if it is a good match for you . 

5. TALK WITH STUDENTS.  Talk to students about campus life:  food, 
dorms, social life, accessibility of professors, et c.,  to learn 
more about a particular college.  Also, talk with r ecent Jesuit 
grads to find out more about their college experien ce in general. 

4. DO NOT PROCRASTINATE!  Ask for teacher recommendations early.  
Work on your essay over the summer, if possible, gi ving yourself 
plenty of time to edit and rewrite it.  By the begi nning of 
senior year, narrow your list of schools to which y ou will apply 
(preferably to 4-7 schools). 

3. THE ESSAY:  BE YOURSELF.  Do not write about what you think 
colleges want to hear; write about something you kn ow, something 
that is important to you.   

2. KNOW YOUR DEADLINES!  There are deadlines for everything:  
SATs, ACTs, college applications, scholarship appli cations, 
financial aid applications, acceptance responses….B e sure to have 
everything ready in advance of the deadline. 

1. KEEP YOUR GRADES UP!  Grades are an important part of your 
application—colleges will see your mid-year grades senior year.  
Fight senioritis—finish strong! 
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Researching Colleges 
 
Once you have identified the characteristics that are most important 
to you in a college, you can begin to develop a preliminary list of 
schools that match your preferences.  There are a number of 
resources available to assist you in this process.   
 
There are several helpful websites dedicated to the college search 

process.  The College Board site, at 
www.collegeboard.com, offers “College Matchmaker”.  

Students can input their search criteria, ranging from a 
school’s location to program of study, and the site will 
produce a list of schools that match.  Keep in mind that  

the number of schools that are a match will vary depending on how 
general or specific you are in defining your search.   
 
At Princeton Review (www.princetonreview.com), students can 
access Counselor-O-Matic, a search engine that combines your 
academic and extracurricular history with your preferences to help 
you find colleges that are a good “fit”.    
 
In addition to the above websites, there are many others in which 
students can research colleges, including the schools’ own sites.  
Once you have begun to develop a list of schools, it is wise to utilize 
other resources to conduct further research.   

·  Peruse college guides and handbooks, such as 
Peterson’s, The Fiske Guide to Colleges, US 
News: America’s Best Colleges, etc.  

·  Request publications from the school, such as its 
course catalog, application, etc. 

·  Speak to the counselors about your college list 
·  Meet with admissions representatives from the colleges who 

visit Jesuit  
·  Speak to Jesuit alumni about their college experiences 

 
As you conduct your research and narrow your list of possible college 
choices, continually ask yourself WHY specific colleges are making 
the list.  You should be able to explain why your choices make sense 
for you and why each college on your list is a good “fit” for you. 
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INTERVIEWS �

 
Colleges have different policies regarding interviews.  They are a required part of the 
application process at very few colleges.  Some schools offer the option to interview with 
alumni who live in the Tampa Bay area.  If an on-campus interview is offered to you, and 
you plan to visit the college, it is strongly encouraged that you take advantage of the 
opportunity.  Even if an interview is not a requirement, it would still benefit you in the 
application process. 
 
Questions that may be asked in the interview include the following: 
--Why do you wish to attend this school? 
--Why are you a good match for this college? 
--What are your goals for the future? 
--What is the most significant contribution you have made to your school? 
--What has been your favorite subject?  Why? 
--What might your major be? 
--What extracurricular activities have been most important to you? 
--How would you describe yourself?  How would friends describe you?  How    
  would teachers describe you? 
--Tell me about your family. 
--Who is your favorite author? 
--What is the single most important thing in life to you? 
 
It is wise to prepare questions of your own to ask the interviewer.  However, only ask 
questions that CANNOT be answered in the schools’ brochures.  For example,  
--Why would you recommend this school? 
--If you could change one thing about this school, what would it be? 
--What part of the application is most important in admissions? 
 
When interviewing, the most important thing to remember is to relax.  Do not 
overprepare, as your answers will sound rehearsed and insincere.  Be yourself and allow 
your true interests to shine through.   
 
 

�  
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FINALIZING YOUR LIST OF COLLEGES 
College Evaluation Chart 

Using the information you have gathered from your reading, campus visits, 
consultations, etc., you can evaluate each of your college options.  For each 
of the selection factors listed, rank each college on a scale of 1 (poor) to 5 
(excellent).  It is YOU and only YOU that should determine the rank each 
college will receive for a specific criterion.  Once you have completed your 
evaluations, you can formulate comparisons of your colleges—focusing attention 
on the selection factors that are most significant to you. 
 
SELECTION FACTORS     1 2 3 4 5 
 
Location of campus               ___   ___    ___    ___   ___ 
 
Distance from home              ___   ___    ___    ___   ___ 
   
Climate           ___   ___    ___    ___   ___ 
 
School size           ___   ___    ___    ___   ___ 
  
Academic program (course variety,  
  strength of certain majors, etc)       ___   ___    ___    ___   ___ 
 
Accessibility of faculty         ___   ___    ___    ___   ___ 
 
Reputation of faculty         ___   ___    ___    ___   ___ 
  
Student diversity          ___   ___    ___    ___   ___ 
 
Athletic program          ___   ___    ___    ___   ___ 
 
Quality of student activities        ___   ___    ___    ___   ___ 
 
Social climate (on & off campus)        ___   ___    ___    ___   ___ 
 
Quality of housing          ___   ___    ___    ___   ___ 
 
Quality of academic facilities  
  (e.g. classrooms, library, labs)       ___   ___    ___    ___   ___ 
  
Quality of recreational facilities       ___   ___    ___    ___   ___ 
  
Special programs (e.g. honors,  
  internships, combined degree)        ___   ___    ___    ___   ___ 
 
Opportunities to study abroad        ___   ___    ___    ___   ___ 
  
Academic tutoring          ___   ___    ___    ___   ___ 
   
Counseling services          ___   ___    ___    ___   ___ 
 
Student health services         ___   ___    ___    ___   ___ 
 
Quality of dining services         ___   ___    ___    ___   ___ 
 
Cost            ___   ___    ___    ___   ___ 
 
Availability of scholarships        ___   ___    ___    ___   ___ 
   
Financial aid           ___   ___    ___    ___   ___ 
 
TOTALS           _____ _____  _____  _____ _____ 
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General Admission Requirements/Recommendations for Colleges 
The following information was taken from various sources, including the websites of the respective 

colleges.  Students must be sure to verify the accuracy of this information, as school policies may 
change during the academic year. 

��
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� 	�	�) � !�  � �� ��  � � . � ,� ) � �� 23� 2� 4� ��,) ' �

��: 
 �� �) � �� �� 
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THE COLLEGE APPLICATION 
 

There are four types of application: 
 
1) Customized —some schools have authorized forms that must be 

requested directly from the school (by mail, phone, or website) 
2) Two-part application —used by some schools, Part I contains 

biographical information; Part II is sent once Part I is received and 
comprises essays, activities information, recommendations, etc. 

3) Online application —the majority of schools 
offer this option, and some even require it; 
when applying online, students often can 
submit their essays, résumés, and payment in 
addition to the application 

4)  Common Application �
--The Common Application is a standardized form accepted by over 
250 institutions, and these colleges will give it the same consideration 
as their own application.  This application can be downloaded and 
completed or submitted online.  If students intend to apply to more than 
one school that accepts the Common App, it is a convenient form to 
use, as they simply have to make copies of the same document to 
send to their respective colleges.  However, most colleges do require a 
school-specific supplemental form in addition to the Common 
Application, so students must be sure to check the individual 
requirements of each college. 

 
 

Tips for the Application Process: 
 

1. Create a folder for each college you apply to and keep all materials in it 
2. KNOW YOUR DEADLINES--be aware of the difference between 

“postmarked by” and “received by” 
3. Make at least two copies of the original 

application to use as rough drafts 
4. Spell correctly and print legibly                                            
5. Type your essays    
6. Create a new e-mail address specifically for your college applications 
7. Have all documents proofread 
8. Before submitting an application online, print a copy so you and another 

person can review it for possible errors 
9. If applying online, do not forget to request that your high school transcript 

be sent to each college; otherwise, your application will be incomplete 
10. Print a copy of each completed application for your files 

�



 23

���������	
����

	���
����������	
������	�

����
����

�����
��

������
� ���
��	
��
�

�����
�

���������
���
�	

���������
�����������
�������
�����	
���
�������
�� 
�

����
�

����
��

�	���
�����

��������


��

������	�
�
��
�

��	������
����
����
���

����	�

� �

�����
�����
����������	

�

�����
�	
�����

�	�� �

����
�

��

�����

���
�������	�
����

��	

������	 �

���
�

������
 




!��"#
$!%&�&'(
)!$*
�

�
���	
���

����	�

���
���� 
�
����	���
���
�+������

�������
�����
����
���
,--.
������	
����
�����
��	� 
��
����	�
��
���������

/��	

���
�����
!$�
���

��	
�
��	��	�
��	��������
������ �	�
����
���
����
����	�
����

�������
��
���������

#��
���
�����
��
�	��
�	�

�� ���
�	���
!$�
��
���������
���


��
�
��������
�	�
�����
�������
����������	
�

���
 ������	�
���
!$
�

�
�����
�	
(��������
����

	����������	
��
����

��	

����
��	


�	�
�	
$����� ���

���
�����	
��0�	
��
���

�����

����
������

��
�������	���
���������
��
��	���
)
���

�����

�� ��
	��
��	�
�����1��
����	�

�	
���
�	
�������	*�


&�
���
���
���������
��
���	

����
����
����������	 
����
��
������
�	��
���
�������
����
��	
�������	� 

����
���
��	
��������	�



2�	�
�	
�������	

������
�
�����
�����	����
��
���� ���	�

�	���
!$�
�����
����


����	�

��

�������
��
�

��
���
��
��
��������
������

���
��� 
�	
!$
�������	��
����

���

�
����
�

�
�����

�����
�
���
�������	�
����
�

3���
�����
��
���
��� �41��
�

�
����
�����������
�����
��
�������	�
�

�	�
���
��5�����
���
�����
��	������

���
����

��	 �

�����	�


�����
��	
����
������	�
�����

'("#
�� 


,* ����
���0����	�
������
�
��
�


���	���
���	�
���
� �������
�������
���
��������
!$


����	�

��
����
�������


6* ���
���
	��
����	��	�
���	
����

�	���
����
������� �	��
)�����

7
��
�

����
*
��

�	��	��
����
���	
�����


8* ���
��
	��
��
�
��
����
���
�����	
��
������	�
���� 
�����
1�	�����	�
��	�	����
���1����

�������



9* �����
��������
��
������
��
�

��
�������
����
:,
� �����

������	�
�����
����
�	����
�
����
���	��

���
����
 
��	
�	��
��
���
�����
��������
�����
�	�
���
���

�����
������



!��"#
�%�&'(
)!�*
�

�
���	

������
��
!$�
�������
 ���
�����
�����
�	�
��	�
���
�	
����

��	


����
��	
����	�
���
���
�

���
���
��
����

�	���
� ����

;�������
���
���
	��
���	�
��
��	�����
��

����	�
���

�	
�������	
��
���������
�	�
���
���
�� ���
��
�����

�����

7
����
�	���
2��
, 
� 
��
��0�

����
��	��
����
��	�

���

���	

�����

����
��
��� ��<��
���

����	�
=
���
�+������
�������
�
���
���
 ��	

�����
��
����
���	
�	�
�������
�	���
!��



�'""&(>
�$2&��&'(�
�

�
���	
�����
�������

������
 ���������
����������	

�

����
���

��������
����
����
�
�������
���
�	�
��
���
������� ���	
�����
)
���	�
��

�	���
����*�

'	��
�	

����������	
�

����������
�	
����

��	

����
��	
�
 

�	��

������
�����
���
��
	�
������
������	��

��
�

��
�
��
�����
��
$�������
��

�	���
�����
��� ���
�������

�����
�����
���
���	
���


�	������	�� 



�!>?"��
$!%&�&'(
)�$*
�

���
��������	��
���	
����� 
���
��������
�	�

�����
����
����������	

7

�������	���
��������

��
�
����	
������	�
)����� 
���������
�����

����
��	����
��
2����*�


%������

������
���
����������	

�	�

�	�
���
����
 
��	

����
��	

��
���

���
�����
�
�����
�	

����
2����@�����
������

�����	�

���	
����
�	���
2 ��
, 
�1���
��������
3��	������
�����
����41��

	�����
���
�������
����
����
���
�	
��
����	��

 ��



 24

2R�	�R��
�

"���������
��������
��������
����
�����������	��
�� 
�����������������
���H��������������0����
���������������
������	��
����6��������4�
��������� �����������������������
��������������������
��
���	
�����������������
����
��	

��	��
���������� �����
0�����
�����������
�B���

���������
A���	����������������������������������	
���������� �����������
��������	�������������
��
������
�����������
����������������
��������������
 ��
��
�
&�
���
�����
������#������
����������������
�'	������
���	
����
�������������� ������
������	�����������
�������������
��������3������������������������������������������� �������
������
������	�
������������	
�
��
���
���������������
	���������A������
������������� 8�����������0�������
����
��������

R�	�R���
���8��	������
���
����
����������������	
 �����������������
�
�
����� 
���!���	��"#����$���
�������%����&&$���'(�
�
<�������3�������� ���������������������5��
�� ������
 �B.0��.0�B5
� ���9��
�
�����2���-�

<��� ���((��($� ��������$��O%� �

��	
����"�	����� ����S&($� ��������(��O%� "�����2����

�����
� ����S&($� �������$%��($� "������8((��($�

���
�2��
��������� ���((��($� ��������(��O%� �

�3==� ���(%&($� ��������(��O%� �

������;���
������������ ���((��($� ��������/��)%�� ?�� 	����
�

"�	
���5�	���;
�	�� ���(%&($� ��������(��)%� �

�
)��*�	+,	��	��	��
� � � � �
:������
�� � ���5��
���������
�B.0��.0�B5
����������� ������J���=���
�������

.���
����� /B$%%*&
�
������

����()��O%� &&����0B�������
��
	�����
&&�	�����
�������T���
�����

������T��������99"� �	���U%*� ����O%��(%� #���
��

��

���?������"���� �	���
�
��$%%)�

����O%��(%� &&��
��
�	���������������
�/%������
��
F������&����������

�
-����� 
)
����
�

3��
���������
�2���� �������S&($� �

<��������9�����:���� �������S&((� D������	����	
��CS� �(%EH��	�����	����	
��C((E�

2	���
��A��0�3��

� ��������((� �

�
�*���� ���	�	����
�

�
����������������D��
�������
��
������>�	��������� ��������:�4���
	��������
�������
������

�
�
�



 25

�������2R�	�R�
Timothy J. Tiger 

4701 North Himes Avenue 
Tampa, FL   33614 

tjtiger@jesuittampa.org 
 
 

OBJECTIVE   To gain admission to a competitive college and pursue a 
    degree in political science. 
 
 
EDUCATION  Jesuit High School          Tampa, FL           8/2007-present 
    --GPA:  3.9/4.0 
    --Expected graduation date:  May, 2011  
 
 
EXTRACURRICULAR 
ACTIVITIES   National Honor Society (11,12) 
    Student Council (9, 10, 11, 12) 
    Soccer (9, 10, 11, 12); Captain (11, 12) 
    Peer Retreat Team (11,12) 

SADD (10,11, 12) 
    Tampa General Hospital—Volunteer (11, 12) 
    St. Lawrence Church Youth Group (10, 11, 12) 
 
 
WORK EXPERIENCE Sales Associate               Walgreens           3/2009-present 
    --stock and inventory duties 
    --customer sales and service   
    Intern  Smith & Smith, LLC   Summer 2009 
    --performed general office duties such as filing, copying,  
    data entry, etc. 
    Camp Counselor Hidden Valley Camp  Summer 2008 
    --led group activities for 30 campers, ages 8-10, at a two- 
    month long sleep-away camp 
  
 
HONORS/AWARDS Jesuit High School Academic Honor Roll (9, 10, 11) 
    National Latin Exam  
    --Magna cum laude award (9, 10) 
    --Summa cum laude award (11) 
    Rutgers University Book Award (11) 
 
 
SKILLS/INTERESTS Proficient in all Microsoft programs, fluent in Spanish 

Running, photography 
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TIPS FOR WRITING THE APPLICATION ESSAY 
DO write an essay that only you could honestly write.  
DO convey a positive message overall.  Cynicism will not score 
points with admissions.   
DO strive for depth, not breadth.  Focus on one event  or idea—
think personal/anecdotal.   
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DO reject your first idea or angle—it’s probably been  used a 
million times. 
DO be interesting, but be yourself.  Convey your genu ine thoughts 
and feelings.   
DO write about what you know and have experienced fir sthand—book 
knowledge or other secondhand information does not communicate a 
sense of who you are. 
DO write about something in which you feel strongly.  If you 
write on a topic about which you have little intere st or 
knowledge, lack of sincerity and enthusiasm will sh ow.   
DO relate the full scope of an experience—sights, sou nds, etc.  
But do not overuse imagery—it may look like you are  trying too 
hard to be creative. 
DO resist the temptation to let others speak for you.   Quotations 
from philosophers, poets, politicians, etc., fail t o fully 
describe your world and experiences. 
DO write about instances where you have been unsucces sful.  Times 
of failure are usually growth experiences. 
DON’T let others decide for you what to write. 
DON’T try to sell yourself or prove anything by convinci ng the 
reader how great you are, how smart you are, or how  accomplished 
you are.  Your definitive theories and brilliant so lutions to 
global problems will not impress. 
DON’T try to write an important or scholarly essay—it te lls the 
reader nothing about you, and the reader will suspe ct that your 
essay is a recycled term paper. 
DON’T try to guess what the admissions committee wants y ou to 
write. 
DON’T appear overly idealistic.  World peace is a worthy  ideal, 
but avoid coming across as preachy. 
DON’T rehash what the reader already knows about you.  D on’t 
reiterate your activities or accomplishments that a re mentioned 
elsewhere in the application. 
DON’T waste your essay opportunity to explain blemishes in your 
application.  If you must defend such a deficiency (such as a low 
grade, low SAT score, or absence of activities), at tach a 
separate (and brief) explanation to your applicatio n. 
DON’T write anything that may embarrass the reader or ma ke 
him/her feel uncomfortable.  It is fine to discuss sensitive 
topics such as spirituality, religion, politics, di vorce, death, 
etc., but treat the subject gingerly. 
DON’T write an essay that reads like a newspaper editori al.  Your 
opinions are welcome, but avoid being critical of o ther 
viewpoints. 
DON’T fill your essay with references to TV shows, movie s, 
musicians, actors, etc., regardless of how signific ant they are 
to you. 
DON’T try to be funny or clichéd—good writers are able t o 
effectively incorporate humor into an essay, but fo r many, it 
backfires. 
     Source:  The Best College 
Admissions Essay  

���� �������������	�
�

�¯�(�F�R�Q�R�P�L�V�W�V���U�H�S�R�U�W���W�K�D�W���D���F�R�O�O�H�J�H���H�G�X�F�D�W�L�R�Q���D�G�G�V���P�D�Q�\���W�K�R�X�V�D�Q�G�V���R�I���G�R�O�O�D�U�V���W�R���D���P�D�Q�¬�V��

�������O�L�I�H�W�L�P�H���L�Q�F�R�P�H�§�Z�K�L�F�K���K�H���W�K�H�Q���V�S�H�Q�G�V���V�H�Q�G�L�Q�J���K�L�V���V�R�Q���W�R���F�R�O�O�H�J�H���°�� �������������������%�L�O�O���9�D�X�J�K�Q��



 28

�

�

��
������������
����������������������������	����� ����������������������������
���������������	�
�
������	����
	������������������ 
������
�����
��������������
��������
�����
����������	�����
�������������
����� �����������������������
������������������ �!�"�
��#��������	���"�
�������� ��������������
���
�����	�
����������	�����������������$��#����	�����! ����������#������������
�
�
����������������������%������!������#�����������	 ����	�������������	����#�
�
���!�
	�	��
��
&������������	�����!����������������	������	����
�� ��!�#��������������������
������������������������	�����"�����������	����	��� �������	�����#��"���������#�
�
������
��������#�!����'�����#������
���
��������� ������#������
���	�
���
������������	�����������������������(����
��������� ��������
���	�
���(��	����
��	�������
�����	��#���������������������������	��� �)��	�����	�����	��#�
�����������������	����
��������!������������������� ��������	����������������	�
�����������	������#�����
�����������	���
����	����# ��
����(����
���
���(�������	����������
�������������#*�����������	� ���������	������	���
����
�������
������#�����
��������!���������������� �������!�����
�#���
�����������������!������������
�����!�������������� ��	�����
�	����#���!����
�����#�"�
#��
������������������������
������(����� ���������������	�������
+����
#�, �� �����������	���*�������
�#��
%���!�"�
��#�������
�� ��
�����	�
�
���
��#��
���������������
��������
��
����������� -�������������������������(��
�����
�#����#���������������������	"�����������"��� �������	�������������������
(�����
�"���������������	��������������
����������� ���������
�'��
��
������������������
�������	�����./0�-1&�����		����� �����������(����
����
��
��������	����	���
���������������#���
���	��
��� �������2����	�
����
������
(��������������������"������
��!������������������� ���������	���
�������������
�����������	���
��������������3�������������������
 ����	2����	���	������
��������������(����-��!���	����!�������!�
��!������ ����������*������������
��	����������
�������2��������������������!�������� ��������	� �
�
�����	���*��������������	��������������������
���	� ��������
�������������
�����!���3�
�



 29

,�  4
�������
������
���!�
	�������	��������"��������
� ���	���4
������
��
�#������#�����	�������	���	�������
�����
������
��� 3��������	�
���
��"�
���������������"�
����������	���������
����
�� ����
��������

������5�	����	2����	���	�
����
�����
��
���������� .����4
����
�
��
������

�
6� �1�������
������
����

�!�	���������������������
��� �	�!��������
������


��
���
����"�
���#����������
��
������
����	������ �
�����������	�
���
��	���������"�
����������	���������#��������������� #����	�����
��	7�
� ����
���
�������
��������������������
�
��
���� �
�����������!���3� �

·  A��0�	

"��	
�
�������
��

����	�

����
���

������
�
	����
�����
���
����
�
�	����
�


����
��
���

����	�
���	
�

����
���

��
���<��
��
 ���
�������
�����	��	��

�

�	����
�
������

7
�������	�
��
	��
����	
�	���

�� 
��	��

�����
���������	�


·  ��������
"��	

���
��������+����
���	

����
��0�
�� �
����
 


��
���<��
7

�	
��
���<���

���
���<��
���	

���
���������
��
�� 
�	
	����
�	�
�	����
�
�


����
��
���
�������
�����	��	�
�	���

����	�

����
 ���	
���
��

�����
���

��

��	��
�

?	
��
���<��
���	

���
���������
��������
 

��
	����
��������

�	����
�
�

	��
����
��
���
�������
�����	��	�
�	�
 ������

�����

����	�

���

�	

������

�����	�

���
�����
�����	�
��
�	����
�
 ��
���
��
�

��
������
�


·  A"?�
"��	

)A���	�
"��	

��
?	�����������
�����	�
* 
���
���������
����

��	0

7
�����
��	���
�
�	�
����
��	
�����
�	�
��
�
 
����	�
����
���

�����	��	�
���	

��������

���
�
�����
���
�����
�
 �	����
�
����
�




8� 9�
�2(��	#�.
��
������
������
��
�����
�"�	����
�2� ����:�������

���	������!��
��#���
�������
��������	������������� �	�����
������������
+������������

����	���
��������������������*������ ��������	���������

�
;�  (�����
���������

�

���������������
�	������
����"�
���������������	�� 
��
��������	������������	�
��	���
�������
���
������
������������ �����������
����	���	�	����������� �
�
�
�

�"�6932��#���� $ �



 30

�
������
�����������������
������
�����
B�
����
���
� ���������

�
�������
����������������
��
����	���
����	
����� �:����
������	�����������
����
�������������
������������
 �������
��������
��������������	�����������������
�
���������������� ��������������
�������������
���
�������
��������
��
�'	�
������
� ����������������
��
�������
���������������������������
����
������� �������	�����
�
��������������
������������������>�
��������������� ������������������
��	
�����������/�)�;�3���
�($%%V��3��������
������� W�
����
�H����
����
������
������������������	���
����������
����� ��������������
������������
����������	�����
�����������������3��
 �����
������
����������������
�'	�
���������	
����������� ������������
;�3���������������
������
����������������
��	

��	 ��
�
��������������3���4�
�����������������������

����� ��
����������
�
�������
������
����	����������������������C�
����	� �������������E��
����������TB�
����
�
��
������	�������������������� 
�
���4�
������������
�
������
�������
������&������������
�
���	
�����
��� �
����
������������������
�����
�'	�
��������������������� ������
�����
��
������
�������������
���������
�������������������� ��������
������
������
����4	���
����
�����	
��������	
���������	�� ��������������
�
����G���������
���
�����
����G��������	���������	 
����
�	����
�������
��C���������
�������
���	
����E������������ ���	
�����
��
�������������
���������������������������

����� ����������
����
������������
��������

������
������
���X)%����X(%% %��	������
��������0����
����
�������5�	���	�
�����	
�
���
��� ������������
���������������	
��������������
������������������� �����������
���
��
���	���
�����	�����
���8�
��8������
��������
������ ���������
�
������������
���������
��������0��������������
���	 
������	������
������	�������������
����
 

Florida Bright Futures Scholarship 
 



 31

The Bright Futures Scholarship program was created to reward students for their 
academic achievement by providing funding for their postsecondary education.  The 
program is comprised of the Academic Scholars award and the Medallion Scholars 
award.  Both may be applied to an education at any Florida public or private college or 
university.   
 
FLORIDA ACADEMIC SCHOLARS 

·  Students must have a 3.5 weighted GPA in 15 credits of college-
preparatory coursework (4 English, 3 Math, 3 Science, 3 Social Science, 
and 2 Foreign Languages) 

·  Students must achieve a 1270 (combined critical reading & math) on the 
SAT or 28 on the ACT 

·  Students must complete 75 hours of community service 
 
OR 
·  Students may also qualify if they have been recognized as National Merit 

or Achievement Scholars or Finalists, or as National Hispanic Scholars 
 
Award Amount=$125/credit hour (4-year colleges) 
   $77/credit hour (2-year colleges) 
  
 
FLORIDA MEDALLION SCHOLARS 

·  Students must have a 3.0 weighted GPA in same 15 credits of college-
preparatory coursework 

·  Students must achieve a 980 (combined reading & math) on the SAT or 
21 on the ACT (Class of 2012) 

 
Award Amount=$94/credit hour (4-year colleges) 
   $58/credit hour (2-year colleges) 
   
 
To be eligible for Bright Futures, students must complete and submit the Florida 
Financial Aid Application; this cannot be completed until December 1st of senior year.  
This will be reviewed with students in senior counseling classes. 
 
Students’ GPAs will be calculated after 8 semesters of coursework.  Honors & AP 
courses, with the exception of foreign language honors, receive an additional .50 to the 
semester grade.  Students may add up to three credits in the five subject areas (English, 
Math, Science, Social Sciences, Foreign Languages) to improve their calculated GPA.  
Jesuit courses that cannot be used include art (except AP), music, computer science, 
speech, and personal fitness.   
http://www.floridastudentfinancialaid.org/ssfad/bf/ bfmain.htm 
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Barron’s Profiles of American Colleges  (Barron’s) 
*The College Handbook 2011  (College Board) 
Peterson’s Guide to Four-Year Colleges  (Peterson’s) 
The Big Book of Colleges 2011  (College Prowler) 
Schools of the South (College Prowler) 
The Fiske Guide to Colleges 2011 (Edward Fiske) 
*The Insider’s Guide to the Colleges 2011 (Yale Daily News)   
The Best 373 Colleges 2011  (Princeton Review) 
*Colleges that Change Lives (Loren Pope) 
*The Truth About Getting In (Katherine Cohen) 
Admission Matters (Springer & Franck) 
Admissions Confidential  (Rachel Toor) 
The Gatekeepers  (Jacques Steinberg) 
Looking Beyond the Ivy League  (Loren Pope) 
Guide to College Majors  (Princeton Review) 
* Rugg’s Recommendations on the Colleges  (Frederick Rugg) 
K & W Guide to Colleges for Students with Learning  
     Disabilities (Princeton Review) 
The Official SAT Study Guide (College Board) 
The Real ACT Prep Guide (ACT) 
Cracking the SAT 2011  (Princeton Review) 
Cracking the ACT 2011 (Princeton Review) 
Kaplan SAT, 2011  (Kaplan) 
How to Prepare for the SAT: 2011 (Barron’s) 
The Official Guide for All SAT Subject Tests  (College Board) 
The Scholarship Handbook 2011  (College Board) 
Paying for College Without Going Broke  (Princeton Review) 
How to Go to College Almost for Free  (Ben Kaplan) 
�
�
�

%�������
�	������	����
·  Be visible in the counseling center during your senior year.  Open communication 

is essential to a successful college application process 
·  Use the same name on every document you mail to colleges (be sure to use the 

same name on your applications as you have used to register for SAT/ACT tests 
so all documentation will match 

·  Read the requirements and instructions for each college thoroughly, and be 
aware of deadlines—if possible, submit everything early 

·  Enjoy your senior year of high school—remember that there is a great college out 
there for each one of you, and try to have fun with the entire process 
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Jesuit Colleges & Universities 



 39

 
1. Boston College  Chestnut Hill, MA  www.bc.edu 
2. Canisius College  Buffalo, NY   www.canisius.edu 
3. College of the Holy Cross Worcester, MA    www.holycross.edu 
4. Creighton University  Omaha, NE     www.creighton.edu 
5. Fairfield University  Fairfield, CT   www.fairfield.edu 
6. Fordham University  Bronx, NY   www.fordham.edu 
7. Georgetown University Washington, D.C.  www.georgetown.edu 
8. Gonzaga University  Spokane, WA   www.gonzaga.edu 
9. John Carroll University Cleveland, OH  www.jcu.edu 
10. Le Moyne College  Syracuse, NY   www.lemoyne.edu 
11. Loyola    Baltimore, MD  www.loyola.edu 
12. Loyola Marymount   Los Angeles, CA  www.lmu.edu 
13. Loyola-Chicago  Chicago, IL   www.luc.edu 
14. Loyola-New Orleans  New Orleans, LA  www.loyno.edu 
15. Marquette University  Milwaukee, WI  www.mu.edu 
16. Regis University  Denver, CO   www.regis.edu 
17. Rockhurst University  Kansas City, MO  www.rockhurst.edu 
18. Saint Joseph’s University Philadelphia, PA  www.sju.edu 
19. Saint Louis University St. Louis, MO   www.slu.edu 
20. Saint Peter’s College  Englewood Cliffs, NJ  www.spc.edu 
21. Santa Clara University Santa Clara, CA  www.scu.edu 
22. Seattle University  Seattle, WA   www.seattleu.edu 
23. Spring Hill College  Mobile, AL   www.shc.edu 
24. U of Detroit-Mercy  Detroit, MI   www.udmercy.edu 
25. U of San Francisco  San Francisco, CA  www.usfca.edu 
26. U of Scranton   Scranton, PA   www.uofs.edu 
27. Wheeling Jesuit University Wheeling, WV  www.wju.edu 
28. Xavier University  Cincinnati, OH  www.xavier.edu 

 

 


