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A.M.D.G. 
Christian Service in Nicaragua 
Matagalpa, Franciscan Friars of the Renewal 
 
 
Miles Almadrones: Good morning. For those of you who don't know me, my name is Miles Almadrones 
and I am a senior here at Jesuit. 
 
Harrisen Pike: Hi, my name is Harrisen Pike and I am a sophomore here at Jesuit. Miles and myself, along 
with 12 other students, Dr. Pastore, and Fr. Hough, were called to go on a mission to 
serve God’s people in Matagalpa, Nicaragua. For one week, we were tasked with doing things 
such as handing out donations, visiting with families in the local hospital, or playing with the 
children of the town. 
 
MA: On the first day, we landed in Managua and drove for two hours to the mountain town of 
Matagalpa. Along the road we saw vendors selling meals, fruits, and animals as exotic as 
monkeys. During the drive we all got to know each other despite (previously) only seeing each other as 
passing faces in the hallway. One of my favorite parts of the trip was becoming friends with 
everyone whom I never would've known if I hadn't gone. 
 
HP: When we got to the friary we unpacked all of our donations which included: clothes for all 
ages, shoes, and toiletries such as soap and toothpaste, and we met all the Friars that lived there. 
 
MA: They had four Friars living there when we arrived. Their mission is to help develop the 
local peoples’ faith. Like the Jesuits, these Friars had to take vows of poverty, chastity, and 
obedience. 
 
MA: I remember one day, one of the Friars, Brother Justin, took a few students and myself to the 
open air market where you could buy fresh meat, clothing, fruits, vegetables, or toys. Brother 
Justin saw a woman he once knew that he hadn't seen in a long time. She owned her own stand 
and sold fruit. This woman’s name was Mira and she was the first example I saw of what faith 
means to these people. Mira introduced herself and her grandson who worked for her in the 
stand. She told us about her daughter that died and what a toll it took on her family. As she 
cried in the stand remembering her only child, Brother Justin prayed with her in the middle of all 
the commotion of the market. She then thanked us for stopping by and carried on with her day. 
This event showed me how important these Friars were to their town. Even in the middle of a 
business day, Mira felt comfortable enough to discuss with Brother Justin what was troubling to 
her. And she did that by trusting her faith while praying with Brother Justin for strength. 
 
HP: My first time truly experiencing service on this trip came when three students, myself and 
Father Hough went to go get bread at the local panaderia, or bread store. When we got there the 
two ladies recognized Father Hough right away from last year’s trip and greeted us with open 
arms. What really stood out to me was when they invited us into their house, which was 



connected to the bread store, and offered us all the food and drinks that they had. Even though 
bread and coke didn't seem like a lot to us, this was all they had and they were willing to just give 
it away to strangers. This doesn't really happen in the U.S. Being invited into their house 
made me feel extremely honored and welcomed into their country, and this experience also made 
me realize just how friendly the people of Nicaragua really are. After we got the bread we 
started the drive to the dump. The drive up was an experience I'll never forget. I saw kids 
walking the dirt road toward the dump in need of new clothes badly, and houses I'd never 
thought I'd see in my life. On the way to the dump kids would hop on the back of the truck and 
hitch a ride down. The dump was not the best smelling place in the world, but my senses dulled 
after I saw all the people digging through the garbage for clothes. There were mounds of 
garbage everywhere that rabid dogs were tearing through and people were searching for 
various items and necessities. Father Hough pulled the truck into a space in between mounds of 
trash where we tried to hand out clothes in an orderly fashion and tried to get them to form lines, 
but ended up getting mobbed by everyone. The best part about the dump was seeing the smiles 
on all the kids faces as they hitched a ride down to the dump and seeing the smiles on 
everyone's face as we handed them clothes, shoes and toiletries. It was amazing seeing how 
playful and happy all the kids were even in the condition that they are living in. 
 
MA: My first taste of service came on the second day when Dr. Pastore took us to the local hospital. 
Although we weren't allowed to visit the patients due to Zika outbreaks, we were able to see the 
families of the patients inside the lobby. This hospital didn't distribute any toiletries for their 
patients. Instead the families had to supply these basic items which were expensive in the local 
grocery stores. We passed out toothbrushes, toothpaste, and soap to these families who would 
later give it to the patients. This wasn't your typical hospital waiting room. It had doors and 
windows open with flies and other insects coming in and out of the lobby. There wasn't much 
seating and different families lined up along side of the wall waiting for their turn to see their 
loved one. Despite this hospital having multiple health hazards, according to a worker there only 
one person has ever complained about the quality. And that one person was a tourist. As we 
walked around and handed out our donations, the people grew extremely grateful. It was a 
humbling experience to give out items so simple to us, but so meaningful to them. 
 
HP: In Matthew chapter 25 verse 40 Jesus says ‘And the king will say to them in reply, ‘Amen, I 
say to you, whatever you did for one of these least brothers of mine, you did for me.’ This 
mission gave all of us an opportunity to connect with God in a way we had never done before. 
This Bible verse set the theme for the entire trip. It gave us a reason to do what we did. We were 
able to serve the humblest of God’s people and truly see His love in the work we did. We could 
see the power of this work by the smile’s and sometimes tears on people's faces, in the 
emotions and energy of the children we played with, and the relief of the parents who knew their 
kids were getting proper shoes and clothing that they desperately needed. 
 
MA: This mission showed us all a lot of things. We learned that in order to truly serve others, to 
truly follow God’s will and His mission, you have to lose yourself in the service of others. You 
can't be selfish and think about your own issues. You have to put yourself aside and cater to the 
needs of others. You have to put aside the difficulty that comes with serving these people. In 
doing this, you find yourself in a state of happiness. When it was all said and done, every single 
one of us was proud of the work we did. We felt honored to get to know these people and learn 
about their life and their differences. You can't learn in a classroom the true differences and 
struggles of others, especially those of the needy. You need to experience it yourself and see 



these differences. I was incredibly fortunate to attend this trip. I was fortunate to make new 
friends and strengthen the friendships I already had during the mission. On top of all this I was 
able to improve my Spanish and see a different part of the world, just a couple graces of the trip 
that came along with everything else. 
 
HP: The first couple days were hard for me being the only sophomore on the trip, but that did not 
stop me from enjoying it and helping those just as much as the other students. It was not hard at 
all making friends on the trip and interacting with everyone. In fact, due to all my new friends it 
made the trip even more enjoyable. The trip to Nicaragua was an amazing experience for me 
and I was able to help those in need. At the end of the trip I felt like a better person because of 
all the lives I touched. My faith improved a lot on the trip from seeing just how faithful all these 
people truly were, and through the night time prayers with the Friars and Mass during the day. 
 
MA: With all that being said, I encourage all of you to pursue an opportunity like this one. It was 
amazing experience that I will never forget. I grew closer to God and to everyone around me. 
 
HP: At some point consider going on a mission trip and helping those in need. It was a 
memorable experience that impacted the lives of others and especially left a mark on the lives 
of Miles, myself, and everyone else who attended the trip. 
 

MA: Thank you for listening and now please stand for prayer and the pledge. 


