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In today’s liturgy, the Apostle Paul, preaching in the synagogue 

of Antioch, tells us how those who are chosen and exalted by 

God should behave in response to the grace He gives.  It is God 

who “exalted” his chosen people, with uplifted arm leading 

them from Egypt.  Israel, therefore, owes her freedom and her 

existence in the land to God’s outstretched arm, the symbol of 

God’s power.   

Paul recounts how God “raised up David” as their King, who is 

expected to “carry out” God’s every wish.  By God’s grace, then, 

Kingship is not power in the earthly sense but service to God.   

The Messianic King, who appears in the line of David, is also the 

One who does not “my will but the will of the one who sent 

me.”  Even the forerunner, John the Baptist, who heralds the 

Royal Messiah, underscores the imperative of Divine Service – 

totally submissive, declaring himself unworthy to unfasten the 

sandals of the feet of the Highest King who will follow him.   



 

 

In today’s Gospel’s, this King enacts the submissive sign of 

service, stooping to wash the feet of his disciples, reminding 

them, “No slave is greater than his master, nor any messenger 

greater than the one who sent him.”  Nothing could be clearer: 

it is service and not power that is to signify those who go in His 

name.  Or, to put it another way, the compelling power of the 

followers of Christ is the power of service, a service that 

manifests itself in love of neighbor, but finds it origin and 

highest dignity in the service that is the worship of God.  This is 

confirmed by the final book of the Bible, when Revelation 

makes clear that those exalted to royal dignity are the most 

profound worshipers of the Eternal King. 

By our devout participation in the Mass, the perfect sacrifice of 

praise, we serve God most profoundly indeed, clergy and laity 

alike, each according to our vocation and in our own state of 

life.  May this time of quarantine be a time for deepening our 

sense of the importance of Divine Worship and make more 

concrete our love of neighbor in imitation of Him who stooped 

to love us first.  Amen. 

 


