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Father Deutsch 
 
 
Mass offered for Mike Hancock (Dallas Jesuit ‘87) on first anniversary of his death.  One 
of my first students. 
 
 
Painfully obvious in today’s reading from the Gospel of John is the lack of 
understanding of the disciples to the meaning Jesus tries to convey to them. This lack of 
comprehension can be an opportunity for us today to draw a distinction between 
“Clarity” and “Conviction” in regards to our discipleship in following Jesus. 
 
When I interview an applicant for the Jesuits, one of the questions is “What role did you 
play in your family as you were growing up?” For me, as the eldest of six children, the 
answer to this question immediately pops up – my role was to be alert for possible 
emergencies & disasters as my younger siblings were zooming around the house. Our 
identity from our early family years stays with us, even as we move out and start another 
home.  Through this identity we reach understanding as to what is happening and to 
what plans we have for our next steps.  Even after four decades in the Jesuits, I am on 
alert for disasters; and looking ahead, my past vigilance is projected on the future . 
 
This early identity seeks answers; it pursues Clarity.  Often the expression when 
surprised is “what is going on?” or “What was all that about?” It is understandable that 
we ask for answers.  But, it is also placed in front of us by today’s gospel passage that 
answers can confuse us more than bring Clarity. 
 
“Conviction” shines the focus on the resurrection of Jesus – a singular experience that 
demands a response from us.  The round stone that was rolled in front of Jesus’s tomb 
was not enough to keep him locked in.  The powerful love of the Trinity blew open that 
stone and Jesus arose from the chamber of death.  The power of the Roman soldiers was 
intimidated and cowed by this moment of Resurrection. 
 
This same power of Jesus raised from the dead pushes our life-long identity off-
center.  That which has worked for us for decades now is off-kilter as Jesus demands a 
response from us – “will you also leave?” 
 
Rather than the question of Clarity, now is the demand of Conviction.  Without 
understanding, do we have the Conviction to follow Jesus? 
 
To follow Jesus without Clarity calls us to be compassionate to those who find their way 
to our door, rather than to ignore the knock at the door so that we can find answers to 
our questions. To follow in Conviction will bring answers. 



 
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit, Amen! 
 
 


