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● Tend to look at readings as two stories 
● An OT story followed by a scene from the life of Christ 
● Really, they’re always one story: The story of God working in history to 

save His people 
● Now as Easter season matures, the “oneness” of the story is all the more 

true: 
● Acts: Indeed great Acts of the early Church, a Church on fire with zeal 

and energy 
● Expansion, healings, travels, conversions, baptisms, shipwrecks, grand 

figures rising to the challenge of taking the Gospel of Jesus and 
spreading it even to the heart of the enemy - Rome 

● Gospel: Jesus speaking about the source of that zeal and energy 
● The Advocate, The Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my Name 
● He speaks about remaining with His Church forever even if He is not 

there physically 
● Sending His Spirit to abide with us forever 
● To give us zeal and strength and power 

 
● The Gospel and Acts are one story 
● The story of the triumph of Christ over death and the sending of the 

Holy Spirit to be with us long after He ascends into heaven 
● The story of the effects of that Spirit in the early Church 
● The story of the Spirit that remains with us today 

 
● It is not the common practice of Catholics to pray to the HS; much 

more the F or S 
● But there are times when we need what Paul or Barnabas or Peter had 

in Acts 
● When we need hope, energy, creativity, zeal, power 
● WE are part of this one story, for we are part of the Church of Jesus 

Christ 
● The Spirit that He sent, the Spirit that moved through the Apostles in 

Acts, is still with us today 
● Let us believe in the Spirit of Jesus present with us 
● And whenever we need what these early Apostles have, let us pray, 

“Come, Holy Spirit” 



 


