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The magnificent prophetic utterance at the end of the Book of the Prophet 

Isaiah resounds throughout the ages in the hearts of the faithful.  Salvation by our 

God and deliverance from adversities of the past, which will no longer be 

remembered, come about by the creation of a new world, a new cosmos.  

“Behold, I am about to create new heavens and a new earth,” says the Lord. 

Through slavery, exile, persecution, and diaspora, Israel hears these words 

as a promise.  God will make Jerusalem a “joy” and its people a “delight.”   This is 

what the creative power of God does in every age and at all times. The realities 

that burden us and bring sadness, will no longer be remembered.  Instead of 

weeping and fear, rejoicing.  Instead of sickness and death, life.  

When the Lord performs his second sign in Cana, it’s a sign that connects 

belief to life.   He heals the son of the royal official from Capernaum.  We are told 

by the Evangelist that the official, a father, “realized that just at that time Jesus 

had said to him, ‘Your son will live,’” and that through this realization “he and his 

whole household came to believe.”  Belief in the promises of Christ leads to life.  

The Lenten journey we are on as God’s people has certainly taken us down 

paths unknown, unanticipated, and unprecedented.  But the light of Christ is not 

extinguished for those who follow him.  He alone can light up the path ahead; he 

alone promises joy; in him alone is found light and salvation. 

In these times of relative isolation and material insecurity, we can return 

with profit to the antiphon with which we began Lent on Ash Wednesday, “Man 

does not live by bread alone, but by every word that comes from the mouth of 



God.”  Let us pray for the Church in these difficult days, that the whole Church 

have the faith that allows us to hear God’s word, the courage to keep it, and the 

joy and confidence to share it.   In truth, we have nothing else to offer the world 

but the treasures we have received from Christ, above all his promise of eternal 

life and joy, the new creation that he promises and brings us through his 

Resurrection.  In our journey towards the Easter celebration of these treasures, 

may Church experience a renewal that makes her a worthy vessel of what she has 

received. Amen. 

 

 

Tuesday, March 24:  4th week of Lent 

Gospel reading: John 5:1-16 

Father Deutsch 

In the first ten days of Lent, the gospel readings at daily Mass cycled 

through passages advising prayer, then fasting and then almsgiving. In 

weeks 2 & 3 of Lent came gospel readings that focused on the spiritual truth 

that God comes looking for us, his lost sheep. So the opening half of Lent 

we are encouraged to deepen our discipleship and be grateful that God 

seeks us.  There is a wound in us that warps our efforts to pray, fast and 

give alms. 

Now, in today’s gospel, the tone of our passage through Lent changes, and 

we turn our face to the dark truth of the Passion of our Savior. Today’s 

gospel passage presents a person who has been seeking God’s healing for 

almost 4 decades.  He is alert and ready to respond; and Jesus seeks him 

out for God’s healing touch. There is no rejoicing, but rather rancor and 

discord.  The Authorities now seek the death of Jesus.  

The Lord is my shepherd. I shall not want. 

With today’s gospel passage we are confronted with the question:  are we 

willing to trust and follow the lead of Jesus?  In our prayer, fasting and 

almsgiving we are aware that we work hard but cannot fix things for 

ourselves.  We are grateful that Jesus has come to find us.  But still, there 

are dark paths ahead of us.   



Jesus shows this truth of our discipleship.  Jesus poked evil in the eye on 

our behalf.  Jesus leads the way. He is the Good Shepherd.  Are we willing 

to follow his lead and trust his dependability when we are in dark valleys? 

The Lord is my shepherd. I shall not want. 

 

 

A.M.D.G. 
The Annunciation of the Lord 

March 25, 2020 

Father Rivera-Fals 

 
The archangel Gabriel brought Mary the message that would seal a new 
Covenant between God and mankind, uniting the divine and human in the 
person of Jesus Christ. 

Saint Leo the Great wrote some beautiful lines about the Incarnation that took 

place. “The Son of God enters this lowly world. He comes down from the 

throne of heaven yet does not separate himself from the Father’s glory. He is 

born into a new state, by a new birth. He was born in a new condition, for, 

invisible in his own nature, he became visible in ours. Beyond our grasp, he 

chose to come within our grasp. Existing before time, he began to exist at a 

moment in time. Lord of the universe, he hid his infinite glory and took the 

nature of a servant. Incapable of suffering as God, he did not refuse to be 

human, capable of suffering. Immortal, he chose to be subject to the laws of 

death.” (Epist.28 ad Flavianum, 3-4). 

Inspired by Our Lady, the bishops at the second Vatican Council wrote a 

reflection upon today’s feast: “By her belief and obedience, as the new Eve the 

Blessed Virgin, without knowing man but overshadowed by the Holy Spirit, 

brought forth on earth the Son of the Father, putting her faith not in the word 

of the ancient serpent, but in that of God’s messenger.” (LG 63). Today we 

celebrate not only Mary’s belief and obedience, but the shining grace of God that 

has made her spiritual mother to us all. 

Mary’s “Yes” to the divine message led to us all receiving the grace of 

salvation. In a certain sense, during the annunciation Mary represented us all. 



We all needed her to say “YES” to God in our name. And Mary said, “Let what 

you have said be done to me.” St. Luke shows her as the ideal disciple, who 

hears the word of God and keeps it. Because of her response to God, she 

becomes a blessing for all the human race. If we can in some way join in her 

response to God’s word, we too will be channels of blessing for others. 

 

 

AMDG 

March 26, 2020 

Father Hooks 

 

As we move closer to Holy Week, see mounting difficulties between Jesus 

and the Jewish authorities. In spite of all His good works, His healings, His 

marvels, they just don’t believe that He is who He says He is - that He is the one 

sent from God. Today, Jesus even cites His credentials: Moses, primarily. The 

Prophets as well pointed to the Messiah, the Savior, in the Scriptures, John the 

Baptist announced His coming. By this point many people had been healed and 

fed and consoled. So many signs pointed to Him, and to the fact that there is 

something great here. 

But still, they found it hard to believe. Why? 

Whatever the roadblocks were for the Pharisees, we may be experiencing 

our own roadblocks to trust and belief in our own day. Given our weakness and 

limitations, it feels like we’re right back where the Pharisees were 2000 years ago. 

It’s hard to hear His voice. It’s harder to believe Him once we do. 

Given the troubles of these days, given the worries about everything from 

our health to the economy to staying sane in a time of isolation, it is hard to 

believe that Jesus’ words are true - that He can deliver. 

That’s why we need to pay close attention to what happens in a few weeks 

- the great Passion of Christ, who gives His own testimony, a testimony that 

neither Moses, nor the Scriptures, nor John could give: Jesus Himself, out of love 

for YOU, gives His life for YOU. This Passion, this total giving-over of himself, is a 



great act of love for you and for me personally as His guarantee that what He says 

and does and IS… and is true. Believe Him, then, when He says He loves you. 

Believe Him then when He says that He wants to know you and heal you and to 

calm you and to give you life.  

Witness too what is about to happen here at Mass as His own words are 

repeated: To paraphrase: This is my Body, which will be given up for YOU. This is 

my Blood, which will be poured out for YOU.  

Today as Mass continues, as Lent continues into Holy Week… In times of 

difficulty, let us allow Him once again to love us, for this is its own best testimony. 

 

 

A.M.D.G. 
 

Friday of the Fourth Week of Lent 
Livestream Mass 

 
Sacred Heart Chapel 

March 27, 2020 
Father Hermes 

 

The events of today’s Gospel take place near the time of the Jewish Feast of 

Tabernacles, a feast that brought Jesus to Jerusalem and within the grasp of those 

forces arrayed against him that were gathering among the Jewish authorities.  

The Feast of Tabernacles, known as Succoth in Hebrew, is also called the Festival 

of Booths.  It’s a fall festival that primarily recalls the forty years in which the 

Israelites wandered in the desert, dwelling in temporary shelters.  So the festival 

recalls both their liberation from slavery in Egypt, and their complete dependence 

on God in the desert.  God leads his people through the desert period; the LORD, 

and no other, shelters them from harm.  This is a timely reminder that no 

Pharaoh, ancient or modern, can liberate us from what truly enslaves us; no 

political or economic authority can give us the secure shelter we need. 



“Man does not live by bread alone, but by every word that comes from the 

mouth of God.” 

Whole societies now “shelter in place,” families in their homes, solitary 

individuals in apartments.  Can these temporary arrangements not become a time 

for reflection on our dependence on God? Can this modern sojourn in the desert 

not become a time for prayer, a time when the home becomes a church, and the 

domestic church that the Christian home is meant to be becomes alive with faith? 

If our homes during this period become a time for daily prayer together and for a 

stronger, more living faith, then we will experience, not primarily boredom and 

restlessness, but we will experience the same freedom and hope that the 

Israelites associated with the desert.  It was their pathway to the Promised Land – 

a journey to God.  And we too may one day look back, as the Jews do now, on 

their annual feast of Tabernacles, and say,  

 
“Alleluia. Praise the Lord! 

Blessed be the name of the Lord, from this time forth and forever more! 

From the rising of the sun to its setting, the name of the Lord is to be praised! 

The Lord is high above all nations and his glory above the heavens!  Amen.” 

 

 

 

 

… March 28 … 

 

 

 
 
 
 



A.M.D.G. 
Fifth Sunday of Lent 

 
Livestreamed Mass 
Sacred Heart Chapel 

March 29, 2020 
Father Hermes 

 
 

Today we celebrate the 5th Sunday of Lent.  Next Sunday is Palm Sunday, the 

beginning of Holy Week.  But already with this Sunday, the prayers of the liturgy 

begin to draw us closer to the mystery of Christ’s passion – his suffering and 

death on the Cross.  In the traditional form of the liturgy, the name of the 5th 

Sunday of Lent is Passion Sunday which reflects this deepening awareness of our 

progress through Lent to the sufferings of Gethsemane, the courtyard of Pontius 

Pilate, and the road to Golgotha.  So, we are drawn in our common, liturgical 

prayer, as members of Christ’s body, more and more closely into the Lord’s 

suffering.  

An external reflection of all this is the covering, or “veiling,” of crosses and images 

that takes place from now until the Sacred Triduum. Crosses, as you can see here 

in the sanctuary, may be veiled through the liturgy of the Lord’s Passion on Good 

Friday; statues and other sacred images may be veiled until the beginning of the 

celebration of the Easter Vigil on Holy Saturday night.  When we sing the Ave 

Regina Caelorum at the end of Mass today, you will see that our statue of the 

Blessed Virgin in this chapel is veiled, as is that of St. Joseph. 

Think of the covering or veiling of these images in the final days of Lent as a kind 

of “fasting of the eyes,” awakening in us a hunger for the living realities that these 

sacramentals signify.  The veiling can make our desire to be united with Christ 

crucified more profound, more piercing.  In this way, the essentials of Christ’s 

redemptive work are thrown into sharper relief.   

The natural response to the veiling or concealing of great realities and religious 

mysteries is an awakened sense of wonder for the one who strains to see, a holy 

curiosity in the onlooker, for the believer a holy desire to encounter unveiled the 

now veiled mystery.  The veiling of the tabernacle, the veiling of the chalice at 



Mass, even the veiling of consecrated virgins or brides – each of these in their 

own way, and in their own order – conceals a sacred reality and awakens a desire 

for union.  The unveiling of that which is hidden leads us to the threshold of loving 

union.   Christ’s passion and death veils his divinity, and in doing so, prepares 

believers for the great unveiling of his glory on Easter Sunday.  What follows is the 

joy of union with the Risen Lord. 

The Easter mystery, in which we perpetually live as Christians, is the mystery of 

the Lord’s passion, death, and resurrection.  It is the mystery of our union with 

God, a union made possible only through the Paschal mystery.  What keeps us 

from God?  Sin, darkness, death.  Jesus conquers death by facing it – think Lazarus 

in today’s Gospel or the descent among the dead, on Holy Saturday. He dispels 

darkness, becoming our light and guide, our master and teacher in daily life.  He 

liberates us from sin, taking our sins with him to redeemed on the Cross.  He 

offers us reconciliation, healing and strength, above all through the sacrament of 

Confession.   

In this very strange period of suspension and pause, in which most of the 

Christian faithful is deprived not just of sacramentals but of the sacraments 

themselves, especially the most holy Eucharist, I think we should pray that our 

desire for Christ in the Eucharist grow; that this imposed fast from the Eucharist 

make the faithful actually long for Christ and never again take for granted the 

opportunity to receive him sacramentally.  Let’s pray too that we priests, who 

continue to celebrate Mass and receive the Eucharist each day, become more 

faithful stewards of God’s mysteries.   

And although physically separated, we should certainly pray together in unity that 

when the church doors are open again, and Mass is celebrated as it normally 

should be, in the presence of the faithful, that our churches are overflowing with 

God’s people, newly and more intensely aware of our complete and total 

dependence on Him alone.   Amen. 


