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The Acts of the Apostles should be read cover to cover during the Easter season.  In fact, 
if you attend daily Mass, you come pretty close just by listening to the readings.  But I 
recommend it as a spiritual practice, apart from Mass, reading and praying your way 
through this great book of the New Testament.  Acts puts us into direct contact with the 
earliest beginnings of the Church and the Church’s mission.   
 
What immediately precedes today’s reading in Acts is the dramatic event of Pentecost.  
Jesus has ascended into heaven, Matthias has been chosen to take the place of Judas 
(perhaps the easiest assignment ever in church history), and the newly-constituted 12 
have received the gift of the Holy Spirit.  The Spirit descends upon them in tongues of 
fire, which loosens their own tongues and enables them to speak the word of God in a 
multiplicity of languages, understood by all who hear them.   
 
Today’s first reading is a portion of the first recorded instance of preaching in the life of 
the Church. It’s fitting that it comes from Peter, the head of the apostolic body, our first 
Pope.  
 
He says, “God raised this Jesus; of this we are all witnesses. Exalted at the right hand of 
God, he poured forth the promise of the Holy Spirit, that he received from the Father, as 
you both see and hear.”  
 
Tomorrow’s reading will be the dramatic conclusion of this sermon and its tremendous 
effect on those who heard it –  the repentance and baptism of three thousand people; 
3000 people receiving the forgiveness of their sins and the gift of the Holy Spirit.  This is 
the great gift, the pearl of precious price, that the Church has to offer.  When she 
remains true to herself and the mission she has received, this what Holy Mother Church 
brings to the table of human life, in every era and in all circumstances. 
 



So, a fair question, and a serious historical question, is this: What motivated and 
empowered the preaching, sufferings, and eventual martyrdom of the Apostles, and 
many of their fellow believers? What kept steady the developing faith and fervor of the 
apostolic church?  
 
It’s another way of asking the question – Where did Christianity come from? What 
accounts for the power of its message in the Roman empire, the cohesion of its 
communities in the midst of many serious threats, and, finally, its endurance?  In the 
end, the only reasonable account of all this is the conviction that the apostles and 
dozens of others had that Jesus was bodily raised from the dead, and that he is the 
unique and definitive point of departure for God’s re-creation of the world and all in it.  
If they had not seen the empty tomb (yesterday’s Gospel) and encountered the Risen 
Christ in bodily form (today’s Gospel) – seeing him, touching him, hearing him, and 
eating with him – then there’s no other good historical explanation for what launched 
them in their missionary and church-building activities. 
 
Read your way through Acts and you’ll see they weren’t delusional or fanatical people.  
For their efforts, they received neither wealth, nor praise, nor even social acceptance; 
instead, they were cast out of their religious communities, blamed for all kinds of evils 
by pagan rulers, persecuted, and finally, like the Lord himself, put to death.  
 
In this Easter Octave we keep close company with the apostles and the apostolic life of 
the Church.  With them and through them we encounter the Lord, risen from the dead, 
God’s true and lasting light for humanity, the morning star that never sets.  He is truly 
Risen (just as he said).  And we who believe are made new.  Amen. Alleluia.  
 
 
 
Tuesday of Easter Week 
Gospel reading: John 20: 11-18 
Father Deutsch 
 
In my prayer this Easter week I have been remembering the state finals for the 
Jesuit Tigers baseball team in 2000.  I wish to give a shout out to Danny 
Plasencia and Ryan Walker Class of 2001, both Juniors that year of the baseball 
state title. I still have the image of Danny going over the fence along the right 
field foul line, catching a fly ball and of Ryan, down to his last strike, smacking a 
double down the left field line to drive in the winning run.  That year the state 
finals were at Steinbrenner Stadium here in Tampa and there was a large crowd 
of Tiger supporters.  
 



Before Ryan’s winning double, there was resignation that the Tigers were going to 
come up short.  It is common in our human experience to honor someone or 
some team for working beyond expectation but yet still not succeeding.  For us in 
our human mortality, we are very familiar with hard effort, and yet, not being 
able to accomplish the final victory.  So close, they say, but no cigar. Heroic and 
yet mortal. Same with Jesus’s disciples.  They had so hoped this would be the 
one; and yet they knew him dead on the cross and buried in the tomb behind a 
wheel of stone. 
 
As common as the tale of coming up short is in our human history, there are 
examples in literature of the Great Reversal in which the power of good and 
heroic human effort does win, against overpowering odds.  In the Lord of the 
Rings the power of evil cannot understand that it was being defeated by the 
refusal of power, not by military might. In weakness is the conquest 
accomplished. 
 
Last week, we prayed for the grace to take up our cross and follow in Jesus’s 
footsteps to Golgotha.  We asked for the grace to enter into sorrow and pain and 
abandonment – and to be faithful as the women disciples were, grieving at the 
foot of the Cross. 
 
This week, we now pray for the grace to experience the Great Reversal – He is 
Risen! – and to manifest this jubilation to our world that is so dismayed at future 
ahead.  Mary Magdalene is so overjoyed to find Jesus alive, she tries to hug him 
for joy.  The fans of the Jesuit Tiger baseball team bounced and cheered all the 
way from the baseball stadium back to the school so great was our joy that the 
hard effort of the team had snatched victory from defeat.  Jubilation and 
exultation! 
 
This is the day the Lord has made – let us rejoice and be glad! 
 
 
 
 

Wednesday within the Octave of Easter 
April 15, 2020 

Father Rivera-Fals 
 
Today's Gospel page presents us with another appearance of Jesus on the evening of 
his resurrection. 
 



Perhaps we feel portrayed in those two disciples who walk towards Emmaus. They 
have a clear crisis of faith. “We expected... We were hoping…” They are not sure of 
anything. They don't recognize the Teacher: their eyes are closed.  
 
There are eclipse days in our lives. We do not recognize the Lord, even if he presents 
himself to us as a companion on the journey.  
 
What can we learn from the experience of these two disciples of Jesus? Where do we 
“recognize” him, here and now, in the midst of the global pandemic that we are facing? 
 
Like the two disciples in today’s gospel passage, we too can recognize the risen Lord 
and be encouraged by his presence in our lives. 
 
We can recognize him in the breaking of the bread, that is, in the Eucharist, the most 
ineffable sacrament that Jesus thought to continue being himself food for the journey 
of his people “until he comes” at the end of time. 
 
We can recognize him in the celebration of the Word: “he explained the Scriptures to 
them… were not our hearts burning within us while he spoke to us?” When the biblical 
readings are proclaimed in the liturgy, especially the Gospel, it is Jesus himself, 
although we do not see him or seem to hear him directly, who communicates his 
message to us. Furthermore, it is he who is given to us, because he is the definitive 
Word of God. 
 
We can recognize him in the community. When the two from Emmaus reached the 
group in Jerusalem, they heard the Good News: “The Lord has truly been raised and 
has appeared to Simon!” 
 
We can recognize him in fraternal charity. They, although they were so discouraged, 
had the gesture of inviting the unknown “pilgrim” to have dinner with them. And 
that's where their eyes were opened. Fraternal charity is the best key and the best 
environment to recognize the presence of the Lord in our lives. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 



Thursday, April 16, 2020 

Father Hooks 
 

● We’re all feeling our flesh these days 

● Maybe the Coronadiet plus Easter ham hasn’t been kind to your 

waistline 

● My step count is way down 

● My health app reminds me “You are taking fewer steps a day this 

week than last week” 

● Catholics no monopoly on guilt 

 

● On an even deeper level, we feel more fleshly these days 

● Virus threatens to destroy the flesh 

● Maybe someone we know and love is struggling, or has died. 

● Others we know and love are at higher risk… maybe WE are… and we 

feel that threat to our flesh and theirs 

 

● The disciples are shut away, in hiding 

○ Their leader has been publicly executed outside the walls of 

their own city. 

○ Strange reports that he has risen from the dead, but who would 

believe that, especially when there are soldiers and mobs out 

there who threaten their flesh 

● Fear is leading the way 

○ Better to remain quarantined, if you will, BY this fear 

● But Jesus enters in - in the flesh 

○ Marks still on His body that He shows to them as if to say, “I 

defeated even this” 

○ The one who was crucified did not come back as a ghost; He 

was truly raised from the dead 

○ He wants them to see this - He walks, talks, eats, touches, and 

can BE touched 

○ This breaks the spell of fearEven moves them OUT of their 

imprisonment to preach, heal, and teach about what they 

witnessed 



 

● An Easter in quarantine provides a very special opportunity 

○ precisely THROUGH the flesh to be healed of our fear by the 

one who conquered even bodily death 

● I urge all of us to meditate on this scene, to take ten minutes and 

imagine it 

○ Enter into that room where we feel afraid, to imagine what it is 

that makes us afraid 

○ To watch the one who was raised IN the flesh enter in 

○ To see His wounds, to touch them in our imagination 

● Wounds that once bled but from which you can now draw hope 

○ That YOUR flesh, and the flesh of those you love may be 

threatened now 

○ But is not destined for death in eternity 

● That even that will be defeated, if not in this life, then in the next 

○ That by His stripes, we are healed 

 

● Don’t miss this opportunity to let the Savior save YOU from fear 

○ To see Him use the very thing that causes you fear as a vehicle for 

faith 

● Enter into that room in your imagination. Touch His hands and side. 

Draw out hope. 

○ Then speak to Him about whatever put you in that room, 

whether small or large 

● And hear His words, “Peace be with you. Do not be afraid. By my 

stripes you are healed.” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 



A.M.D.G. 
 

Friday in the Octave of Easter 
Livestream Mass 

 
Sacred Heart Chapel 

April 17, 2020 
Father Hermes 

 
Today’s Gospel is the apparition of the Risen Christ at the Sea of Tiberias to Simon Peter 
and six other disciples.  The episode reminds us especially of the great catch of fish in 
the Gospel of Luke, when Jesus first called Peter, as well as the brothers, James and 
John, also present here, who were Peter’s partners in a Galilean fishing business. 
 
Now, after experiencing the Risen Christ, it seems as though these disciples have 
returned to Galilee and picked up their former occupation. This Resurrection 
appearance, then, serves to remind them of the former miracle, the great catch of fish, 
and of the earlier call.  The call to be fishers of men is still operative; in fact only now, 
and especially after Pentecost, is it to become truly operative. Here, in the appearance 
at the Sea of Tiberias (Galilee), their call is linked with the multiplication of loaves which 
took place in this same area of the Sea. Just as in the multiplication, Jesus shares a meal 
of fish and bread.  This time, however, it is the Risen Lord present in their midst. 
 
 
The apostolic “fishing of men,” which begins with preaching and evangelization, leads to 
the presence of the Lord in the Eucharistic banquet.   When the Lord hung on the Cross, 
he said, “I thirst.”  His thirst is primarily for us, for our response in faith, for our life of 
faith.  His thirst meets its deepest response in our thirst for His presence, that presence 
which is living water leading to eternal life. 
 
His thirst is quenched by our communion with Him. So all the more important, in these 
days when the Lord’s sacramental presence is absent from the life of the faithful, that 
we learn to make a profound act of spiritual communion.  The point of a spiritual 
communion is to grow in hunger and thirst for the reception of Christ’s body and blood, 
so that when He is received again by his faithful people, they may rejoice all the more at 
the Divine Presence, the presence of the Risen Lord, who has not abandoned us now, 
and never abandons us.    
 
 
 
 



Saturday of Easter Week/18 April 2020 
Gospel reading: Mark 16: 9-15 
Father Deutsch 
 
When I entered high school in north Texas, my father was still serving our 
country in the Air Force. From fifth grade to 10th grade, we had lived in 5 
different houses. Against this backdrop of mobility, I recollect that in high school 
I felt shy and uncertain how I fit in with the other students at school.  It was 
easier to focus on scoring good grades.  I was able to control this plan.  I did not 
need to try out for a team; I did not have to make new friends or go to 
parties.  This identity of being a top-notch student worked well into my college 
years, majoring in chemical engineering at Texas A&M University. 
 
These recent days as the path in front of me seems to be uncertain and my long-
term landmarks undependable, I find myself reaching back to this identity of 
academic excellence.  I have even entertained going onto the internet to find a 
copy of the organic chemistry book that I used while in college:  authored by 
Morrison & Boyd.  I could read chapters again and maybe even try my hand at 
working the homework exercises at the end of the chapter. I could dust off my 
slide rule. 
 
In today’s Gospel passage, Jesus takes the apostles to task for not believing the 
good news of his resurrection.  It seems that they were holding onto life-long 
conclusions, such as the finality of death.  The apostles were confronted with 
testimony that did not fit with life as they knew it, and so they stubbornly 
discounted what they were told, echoing the story in John’s Gospel of the 
doubting Thomas. 
 
My own provincial has encouraged me to ask (often) of our dear Lord the gift of 
consolation in prayer.  When we pray our daily Examen, we can insist on this gift 
of the spiritual grace of consolation so that we have God’s lighting for our path in 
front of us – a path that defies what we have learned so far in our lives.  As we 
reflect on the experiences of our day, we can ask in our prayer whether we have 
reached backwards to answers that have worked for us in the past, looking for 
solid footing. 
 
In trust we can ask God to light the path in front of us with moments of spiritual 
consolation. 
 
 
 

 
 



Second Sunday of Easter (Divine Mercy Sunday) 
April 19, 2020 

Father Rivera-Fals 
 
Today is a good day to focus on the importance of Sunday, as the day when the Risen 
Lord “appears” to his people in a privileged way. 
 
Above all, the Christian community, from the beginning, is a Eucharistic community, 
which meets every Sunday to celebrate and participate in the Paschal memorial that 
Jesus has left in testament. For us, every Sunday is our weekly Easter. 
 
Today it seems as if the Gospel wants to transmit to us a “catechesis on the Christian 
Sunday”. The first of the apparitions of the Risen Lord that St. John tells us happens 
“on the first day of the week”, and the second “eight days later”, that is, again on the 
first day, but the following week, which points to our never-ending pilgrimage, week 
after week, towards the fullness of time. 
 
One may wonder if in the intermediate days those disciples did not have the 
conviction of the presence of the Risen Christ. Jesus had said goodbye saying: “And 
behold, I am with you always, until the end of the age.” But here it seems as if St. John 
wants to convince us that it is on this day, on Sunday, when in a privileged way we 
can experience the grace of the Lord’s presence. 
 
The Sunday meeting is a very significant moment in which we gather around Christ, 
listen to his Word, and participate in the memorial of his paschal sacrifice, receiving 
his own body and blood. 
Since the beginning of the Church “the community of the Lord” meets on “the day of 
the Lord” to celebrate “the Lord’s supper”. Today this is also valid for us in the midst 
of this crisis that does not allow us to meet in person. Hopefully this experience will 
help us all to value and embrace with greater fidelity and devotion the precept to 
attend Mass on Sundays and on Holy Days of Obligations.  
Being faithful to this Eucharistic convocation on Sunday is like a guarantee that we 
Catholics will continue to grow in our union with Christ, in our belonging to his 
community and in our life of faith. 
 
The Sunday Eucharist is, and if it is not for you… it should be, like an injection of 
hope and courage for everyday life. 
 
 
 
 
 


