
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
March 23, 2020  
 
Today begins our second week of virtual learning. I am really proud of our faculty and staff for their lightning-
quick digital pivot to preserve the academic integrity of the school year. We have heard from numerous 
parents, but also from students who are actually grateful to continue their studies. They seem to need and 
even enjoy the structured and constructive engagement with their teachers and classmates during this 
unusual time. We are taking other initiatives to address student needs and provide for an active student life 
when school resumes. 

Above all, it is vitally important for us to address the spiritual needs of our students, families, and friends. So, 
beginning today, we will live-stream daily Mass from Sacred Heart Chapel. The daily Mass will begin at Noon 
(EST) and you can join via this link: https://www.youtube.com/chann…/UCtb5XK1lVXx6G2FGWP4xGGQ/live. 
The link can also be found on Jesuit Twitter and the homepage of our website. If you would like to have Mass 
intentions offered for your loved ones, please contact the President's Office by phone or email. 

Consider tuning in this week to an exciting parish mission from Jimmy Mitchell, an outstanding and dynamic 
Catholic youth leader who preaches retreats and offers talks around the country. Jimmy has led a few of our 
freshman retreats in recent years and has helped chaperone two of our summer pilgrimages. He is well-
known to our students and much admired. Jimmy will offer a 3-night mission this Wednesday through Friday 
(March 25-27) from the Love Good Studio in Nashville, Tenn. The mission is a journey through salvation 
history from Creation to Pentecost to help bring God's love to the forefront of our lives so we can find all our 
hope in His promises. All of the details can be found at https://mailchi.mp/lovegoodculture/letbeautyspeak 

Last Friday, Fr. Jay Hooks, S.J., Director of Campus Ministry, posted a short reflection on Jesuit's JTNN 
YouTube channel. Look for more such initiatives from campus ministry. Also, while teachers and students 
have found Zoom of great benefit in academics, it also offers opportunities for spiritual sustenance as well. At 
least one of our parents is at work on a project for early April that will be open to parents and students. Stay 
tuned for more details. 

Another suggested resource for your spiritual needs is an online streaming service called FORMED 
(www.formed.org). It has been used by many parishes and is sometimes called "Catholic Netflix." However, in 
addition to movies, it also offers books, programs, and audio services that stimulate faith and nourish the 
mind, heart, and imagination. They have recently made their platform available, free for everyone, for the 
next 40 days. I encourage you to look into this innovative faith-oriented service. 

Finally, let's remember that we are in Lent. The sacrifices we do not seek out are often the most fruitful, and 
there are more than enough such sacrifices and inconveniences for all of us in the current situation. 
Nonetheless, it would be good to renew our Lenten promises and sacrifices this week and not let the 
disruption of the daily routine be an excuse to "give up" on what we gave up for Lent. In other words, let's 
now draw closer to God and be more faithful in our promises to Him who is ever faithful to us. In this way, we 
can stay in union with one another in a concrete and profound way. As St. Paul instructs us, “We, though 
many, are one body in Christ, and individually members of one another.” 

Remaining yours in Christ, 

 
Rev. Richard C. Hermes, S.J. 
President 
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